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To the Reverend Door 
TIMOTHY HALTON 
Provoſt of ZUEENS-COLLEDGE, and 
VICE-CHANCELLOR 
Of the UNIVERSITY of 
SIR, 

HIS Diſcourſe, which was ſo acceptable to You 

from the Pulpit,comes now in all Humility from the 

Preſs to offer it ſelf to your further Acceptance, and 
Protettion, and tothe Peruſal of all thoſe Learned, 

ad Orthodox men, who deſired me to Publiſh it ,as containing 
lome Sober,and wholſom doit rines which they judged ſeaſona- 
tle for the age. Thad a mind to ſatisfie my ſelf in this Subject, 
JS othaving þ God's bleſſing upon my enquiries attained to ſa- 
trfatt ion tn them,T framed my Obſervations on purpoſe into a 
ſrmon, to ſee if happily I could [atisfie other mens reaſons, 
hthe ſame Arguments, by which I had convinced my own, 
And becauſe theSpirits of the Prophets are ſubjeCt to the 
Prophets, I choſezo Preach it in that Andiencegvhere are al- 
rs ſo many Corupttent and able Tudges of I ruth and Error, 
ud what I ſaid on that obſcure Subjelt ( as Chryſoſtom calls 
z) having been approved therein, I am encouraged to hope, 
rat it will find the lite Entertainment in other places, efpeci- 
ul among all ingennonus ſpirits, who are wont to read with 
—_ minds, But leſt any ſhould think, that the 
heme, by which I go in this Diſcourſe, were an Hypotheſis 
f my own inventing, 1 have confirmed the naive in it, 
2 which 
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which I thought would be moſt ſurprizing, with good Auths. 
rities : becanſe how planfible ſoever any Notions in Dj Vinity 
may be, yet they may reaſonably pa for ſuſpefted, unleſs the 
appear to be agreeable to the Sextiments of the Writers of the 
Oecumenical Church. To write all thinzs conſonantly ta Cx 
tholick Astiquity is a ſafe andexcellent rule, and it is for ad 
hering toit in her Doctrine and Diſcipline, that the Church 
of England, and Hey Clerzy hve been always perſecuted by 
the Papiſffs, thoſe Pleudo-Catholicks oz ove hand, and their 
Inſtruments, the Anti-Prelatical Sets on the other ; and 
becauſe under Cod the Univerſities are the ſapport of the 
Chuxsch, the refore hawe they been aeery: a for want 0{ Learn 
ins Ly thoſc, and want of Virtue and Religiow by thele, ah 
thounh they hats been, and are as fruitful Seminaries of both, 
4s any Schools, or Criverſities that are, or ever were ith 
world, And now having ccaſion to ſpeak of the Univ rſities, 
3t world be real tn ft ice tovour Merits, mot to let the morti 
knew, how ha Ppy O17's 1's ta Toir Government, I mioht Jafth 
ſpeak great thinns of Tonr Scwerity inp uniſbing of Fice, of 
the oreat enconragement you give to Virtue, and Learning, 
and of your Care and Virilance both ow, r your own Coll '7e, 
1d the Univerſity. particularly in 9 wins life ro the Publick 
Exerciſes tn the Schools, of hich you x76 in all Arts and Fr 
entties ſo orcat 4 Tre, It is nnder [*ch Governonurs as Y 
os wil! florriſo in Oxtord, and thit true Lean 
in”, ani. Somund R {7H uz will always bo tan bt thoretn, Aud 
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SPIRIT 


| Enthuftaſm 
JEXORCISED: 


rCo. Xit, 4. 


Now there are diverſities of gifts, but 
, the ſame Spirit, 


H E Diſcourſe, which I intend to make upon 
this Verle, will oblige me to explain the moſt 


from the miſunderſtanding of which, and moſt 

other places of the Goſpel, which ſpeak of the Spire, 
and Spiritual gitts, Impoltors on one hand, and En- 
thuſiaits on the other have raiſed ſuch abſurd and exor- 
bitant doctrines, as are utterly inconſiſtent, not only 
with the uſe and Authority of the Scriptures, but the 
Tradition of the Univerſal Church, ' the Orders of the 
Miniſtery, and the Study of Divinity, and by conſe- 
_ render the Chriſttan Religion, which conſiſts of 
ch Sober and Rational Doctrines, the moſt wild, un- 
B Ccrtain, 


obſcure, and difficult paſſages of this Chapter ; *- 
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certain, and unintelligible inſtitution that ever was in 
the world. But how groundle!s and unwarrantable 
the Enthuſiaſtical Interpretations of this, an other 
like places of Scripture- are, will appear from the pro. 
cels of this Diſcourſe, .m which I intend to treat ſo par. 
ticularly of the Gifts of rhe Spirit, as to leave out no- 
thing, which may be faid in ſuch a ſhort Diſcourſe, tg 
ilktrrate ſuch an excellent” Subjeft, the knowledge of 
which is a moſt Soveraign Antidote againſt the poiſon 
of Enthuſiaſmg whiclris the Spiritual drankenneſs, or 

Lunacy ob+hs Schitowtical age, 'and fol diftempers the 
minds of men of the other Communions with extrava- 
gant phancies, as to make them more or leſs afteQthe 
CO Gifts. of the, Spixl and then concet 
Ike Pocts/in Religidn, that thty Have them, anda 
inſpired. 

Thus much I thought convenient to premiſe concern- 
ing the matter and deſign of this Diſcourſe, in which 
I ſhall proceed according to this familiar method. Firſt, 
I\idtend toſpeak of rhe ſeveral kinds of Spiritual gifts, 
and ſhew which ſort is mentioned in my Text. Second- 
ly, 1 ſhall treat of the number an! variety of them, 
and explain the nature of cach particular gitt. Thirdly, 
I ſhall diſcourſe of the true ule of them, and ſhew the 
reaſons, why they were given by God to the Primitive 
Church, and not to the Churches of latrer times. And 
Laſtly, I ſhall make ſome Practical improvement of 
the whole diſcourſe, 

.- Firlt then as to the kinds of theſe Spiritual gifts, I 
know my Text is often milapplyed by way of accom- 
modation to {ignite the natural, or acquired gitts ot 
mans mind, which ww a Phyſical ſenſe indeed may be 
called Spiritual,, becaule they tranſcend the Mechani- 
cal powers of matter, and proceed more or leſs from 
the rational ſoul, which. is a Spirirual ſubſtance, and as 
ncar a-kin in nature to the Father of Spirits as the An- 


gels, 
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gels, his eldeſt Sons can he. Such gifts ant endow- 
ments as theſe are Memory, Fency, Wit, Eloquence, 
and all Organical powers, which are commonly known 
by the name of Natural parts, but more eſpecially the 
pure intellectual powers of Apprehending and Judging, 
Comparing, Ordering and Diſ.cnrfing, many, or all of 
both which kinds ſome happy Souls rollefs in fuch 
abundance, and perfection, as gives them, according 
to Ariſtotdes obſervation, a natural kind of Superiority 
over their companions, and fits them to govern, or in- 
ſruft the world. 

But then how much ſoever ſome men may tranſcend 
hers in their intellectual capacities, and improve- 
ments, we muſt norlike the Poets, aſcribe their extra- 
ordinary gifts to an higher principle,” than the nature 
of man. For the talleſt Trees arenatural, as well' as 
the lowelt ſhrubs; and Gigantick Souls, as well as 
bodies, how prodigious ſoever their ftature may be, 
yet, like S«w/ among his brethren, they are but men, 
though worthy to be Princes, and differ as much from 

ſons gifted by inſpiration, as Goliah from Samſon, 

exiteles and Phidias from Bezaliel and Aboliah, or ſtu. 
ted Lingniſts from the Apoſtles, who were inſpired 
with the gitt of tongues. 

Indeed all our parts andabilities ore the gifts of God, 
I vhois the original Author of our narure, and by con- 

I quence of all tharbelongs thereunto ; but the Gifts of 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this Chapter, are wholl 
Supernatural, and immediately procec'! from the Spirit 
of God. Gifts that were given to advance humane na- 
ture above it felf, to raiſe all irs Springs above their 
fountain, and enable the bleſſed perfons affected with 
them ro ſpeak, and write, and att ſuch things, and in 
ſuch a peculiar manner, as was impoſſible for men not 
nſpired to do. 

Thele are the Gifts, or Graces, which the Apoſtle 
P : treats 


'T he Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 


treats of in this Chapter, as may be proved from the 
firſt verſe, which is. an Introduction to his whole dil. 
courſe, Now Brethren ( laith he ) meg# mrevualngy, con- 
cerning Spiritual gifts I would not have you ignorant. Spi- 
ritual E ifs not ſo called from the loul, or ſpirit of man, 
wherein they were as in their ſubject ( for if rhis had 
been his meaning, he- mult not have Jaid mee: Trevudl- 
x@r, but Ttg roepwy, Or Tegx $vxymwy) but the author 
from whom they Came mo T1tU a To 29101, the Spurit of 
God, whom our Saviour promiſed to fend to his Diſci- 
ples after he aſcended into Heaven ; which he firſt of 
all did on the day of Pentecoſt, when the Holy Ghoſt 
came down upon them. in a mighty ruſhing wind to 
*ni>ir3 =» ſignific the plentiful Inſpiration of - + Spirit, and fat 
7» 73 72” upon them all in the ſhape of fiery cloven tongues, as 
ay aun many vilible __ of the moſt *- wonderful a& of 
og mn Inſpiration, which was the gift of tongues. 

a ad Gon But then there being Two ſorts of Spiritual gifts 
64þ. 1.2, common, and ſpecial, we mult further proceed to enquire 

which kind of the Two is meant here, 

By the common gifts ofthe Spirit, I mean all thoſe, 

thatall Chriſtians are bound to pray for; and expe}, 
and that are given by God in common to all thoſe who 
ſincerely deſire them, and labour after them, and that 
are neceſſary for the Salvation of the Soul. 
By Special gits I underſtand thoſe, which men are 
not ordinarily bound toexpect, and which, unlels it be 
in ſome few circumſtances, that ſeldom happen, would 
be vanity and preſumption to beg of God, and which 
by wor An wel are not neceſſary tor the Salvation of the 
Soul. 

Of the former ſort are all the ſaving Gifts and Gra- 
ces of the Spirit called in the Schools, gratie gratum fe 
cientes, which the Spirit helps to mu in mens hearts, 

as Faith, Hope, Charity, Purity, Humility, and all other 
gracious habirs of mind, which the Apoſtle calls - 
| uit 
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fruit of the Spirit, and wherein the image of God, the 
Power of Godlineſs, and the Spirit of Chriſtianity 
truly do conſift. 

Of the latter ſort are all the Miraculous Un&tions of 
the Holy Ghoſt, called by the Schoolmen, gratie gratis 
date, ſuch as the gift of rongues, power of working mira- 
cles, ſigns and wonders, the ſpirit of Prophecy, and the 
like, which are not neceſſary for the Church, bur in 
certain, caſes of ſpecial exigence, and which, when 
they are neceſſary, are not given, like the other, joynt- 
ly to all, but ſeverally to ſome. Such wonderful gifts 
and graces were thoſe, which E/zas ſent down with his 
Mantle upon Elihs, when he aſcended into Heaven, 
thereby prefiguring the liberal effuſion of the Spirit from 
Chriſt upon his Diſciples after his Aſcenſion; foras the - 
Apoſtle writes in the 4:4 Chapter of his Epiſtle ro the 
Epheſians, When he aſcended up on high, and led Captivity 
(that 1s, Satan, Sin, and death ) captive, he gave m 
like manner gifts unto men, 

Both theſe forts of gifts agree in this, that they are 
Supernatural, and. treely given: by God to men, and 
therefore both of them are called gratie in the vulgar 
Latin, and: Graces in all the modern tongues, though 
for diſtinQtion ſake the former are commonly callect 

zeilec, and the latrer yze/ouale by Divines, But 

ugh both proceed from the ſame Spirit, and ſpring 
from the-ſame Fountain of Grace, yet, as I have ttready- 
hinted, they differ in their nature, extent, and uſe. 

Firſt in their Nature: for the former are nothing, 
but moral vertues inſenſibly wrought in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghoſt, we our ſelves co-operating therewith. 
And their proper effect is to fanCtine our nature, and 
make us like, and acceptable unto God; Bur the latter 
are not of a moral nature, nor capable of moral conhide- 
ration, as being either pure intellectual habits, as- the 
gift of Tongues, diſcerning of Spirits, &c. or —_ 

| y 
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dily vittues, and powers, as the power of Curing dif 

eales, &c. to which the atfeRed perſon contributed no- 

thing himſelf, and by which though he were made a 

: moreeminent man, or Miniſter, yet was he not made 

Chriſtiant bee a * better Chriſtian than he was before. Theretore 

demoxes c<jici- they did not {anCctihe the nature of the perſon, on 

——_ whom they were beſtow'd, nor render him 1n the leaſt 

ſcripts ſuxt iz MOTE acceptable unto God, though they were ( ſome 

Celo. Augult. of them more eſpecially.) often given to lanttifed per- 

mn M139 fons, and ſo might declare, but not make a man good. 

I ſay they were often, but not always given to fanCti- 

hed perſons : for at * firſt the 

Sar yoo Go apx;Þ do kernawlecy Holy Ghoſt tell upon all that 

— Sgt abs hr 4 mM were Baptized, and Confirmed; 

bar ohors wid 2ciaxd\e 4 Ours, the Spiritof Prophecy was given 

745 16 cars ina, Chrjeh, in Epi. 20, Balaam ; the Power of work: 

ad Kom, cap. 8. Hom. 14. . , . 

ing Signs and Wonders, and of 

. |  caiting out Devils was given to 

b Hieronym, in ap. 7. Matth, Afalis 1, Tudas as well as the rett of the 
mihi dicemt, &C , ” © 

Apoſtles ; andtherefore faith our 

Saviour, Marr. 7. 23. to this pur- 

pole, Many will ſay unto me in that 

day (that is, the day of judg- 

© $i ſciam'( inquit Jomnis Sygramemtz— ment) © Lora! Lord! have we 

cram ob ere 997 Propheſied in thy name, and i 

feett miraculum &f Donarm ortvit, © reſpon- thy name have done many wonderful 

dit Dew © de Calo——-comre by ut fic lo» works ? and then will I profeſs unto 


ur, mirabiliarios cautum me fecit Dems 
To dicens, In noviſſimis remporibms, Ge, JO» 1 never knew you, depart from 


Aug. tratt, 1 3. in Evang. Johan. Cyprian me ye workers of miquity, From 
de unit. Excel. which place it is evident, that 
Miraculous gifts are ſo far from 
transforming the ſinful nature of man, that if they do 
not find us, they cannot make us good, nor, like a 
lingle at of Faith and Repentance, give us a Title 

to the Kingdom of God, 


Then 
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Then - as for their extent, the latter are not uſeful 
for all Churches, nor for the fame Church in all con- 
ditions and ſtates ; and in the Churches where they 
were uſcful, they were, as it appears from Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Hiſtory,commonly given to the Miniſters more than 
the people, to children not at all, and ſeldomer to wo- 
men than to men. Bur the Saying graces of the Spirit 
ae cqually uſeful for rhe Church in all conditions and 
fates, and aregiven as muchto the people as to their 
Miniſters, and to women and children, as much as to 
men, and they are never taken from thoſe, to whom 
= are once given unlefs they neglect, or abuſe them, 
and grieve the —_ Spirit from whom they come. 

Laſtly, As for their ule, the Saving gifts are given 
to men tor their own, but the Miraculous gifts for the 
good of the Church, By Thoſe we vanquith the Devil, 
and deſtroy his kingdom of fin within us; by Theſe 
the Apoltles deſtroyed his kingdom of darkneſs in the 
dolatrous world : By Thoſe we Glorifie God within the 
Pale of the Church ; by Theſe we publiſh his Almight 
Power and Glory to thoſe without. Laſtly, Thoſe 
make us precious in the eyes of God, Theſe make us 
glorious in the eyes of men.W hereupon Gifced perſons, 
x it appears from the 47h ch. of this Epiſt. ver. 7. were 
oltgn rempted by popular applauſe to pride themſelves 
n their gifts. For this reaſon it was, as the Apoſtle 
luggeſts in the 112h ver. thar God divided theſe Gifts 
t»leveral men in ſeveral meaſures and proportions, ac- 
cording as he knew their capacities would bear. For 
ſuch is the infirmity of humane nature, that the beſt of 
bitted men were apt to * glorifie themſelves in their 
Gifts,and deſpiſe the Un-gitted Miniſters of the Church, 
for which reaſon there was giver 4 | thorn ia the fleſh 


mens, coltpbigebatur tanquam pacre ſi c 


Yd. Chriſoft 
fom. 29. nm 1 
Ep.a4Cor.c 12 


1 Ne extollere- 
tur 1114n1m 


0 Apoſlolue jotu't extoli magnitudine revelationum, 


p 
uſt acciperer Angelum S1tane, qui ſc coleſhira fl vids Domins quod textarct co ſuperbidy 


« potentis miraculoram, Auguſt. in Plal, 130, 


to 
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to this bleiſed Apoſtle himſelf, and the meſſenger of Satan 
ro buffet him, left be ſhould be exalted above meaſure 
through the abundance of revelations, which he recerved, 
And therefore knowing, that theſe miraculous graces 
were valuable no further, than as they were ſerviceable 
to the Church, he reproved the Corimehians in the laſt 
verle of this, and the beginning of the next Chapter for 
their immoderate ambitious deliring of them,e 
them rather to covet, and pray carneſtly for the ſaving 
graces of the Spirit, as the more deſirable gifts. 

From which compariſon, and likewiſe from the e- 
veral diſtributions ot theſe gifts, of which he treats in 
this Chapter, it is molt certain, that he underſtood by 
them not the faving univerſal, but the ſpecial miracu- 
lous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. For as he ſpeaks in the 
8th and gth verſes, to one was given one Gift, to ano- 
ther another, toa third athird ; toevery man ſeverally 
to one greater to another lels, according as God in his 
wiſdom ſaw fit. Which cannot be truly ſaid of the 
Saving Graces'of the Spirit, becauſe God muſt beſtow 
them joyntly, or not at all. Gol cannot give Humility 
ro one, Purity, or Chaitneſs to another, and Charity 
alone to a third, becauſe there is ſuch an inſeparable 
union and alliance among the Graces of the Spirit ( as 
Philolophers have oblerved of Moral vertues )«that 
where one is really, there all the reſt muſt be. Which, 
as I conceive, is the reaſon why the Writers of the 
New Teltament expreſs the whole body of PraQtical 
Divinity ſometimes by Faith, ſometimes by Hope, 
lometimes by Repentance, and ſometimes bs Love, 
becaule the combination of theſe Saving Graces is ſuch, 
that thementioning of one imples all the reſt. 

Bur if this be not ſuthcient to prove,eſpecially againſt 
Enthuſiaſts, that by Spiritual gilts in thus place the mi- 
raculous ſort of them is to be underſtood, it will unde- 
niably appear from conſidering the number and variety 

ot 
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of them, of which I propoſed to ſpeak in the ſecond 
place. For there are diverſities of gifts, but the ſame 


A great diverſity indeed, for the Apoſtle here pre- 


Gnts us with a liſt of Nine forts. 


The Word of Wi/- 


dom ; the Word of Knowledge ; Faith ; Gifts of Healins ; 
Working of Miracles ; Prophecy ; diſcerning of Spirits ; 
irverſe kinds of Tongnes ; and the interpretation of thoſe 


[ 9n7 Hes. 


Firlt, The Word of Wiſdom, or the Revelation of 
the Goſpel, which is called the Wildom of God in 
Chriſt. For as the Greets and Romans called the Know- 


kdge of lecret and excellent = 


blophy : So the Jews called it 


$ by the name of Pi11- 
y the name of Choch- 


»h, or Willlom, which ſo often occurs in So/omons 
works. And therefore St. Pax in his Hellenittical ſtvle, 
which conliſted in writing of Hebrailms, or Syriaciſms, 


| Fa Greek, Emphatrically calls the 
 Flnowledge of * Evangelical do- 
irines and myſteries by the name 
of Wiſdom, and diſtinguiſherh It 
tom the Wiſdom, 7. e. from the 
Pliloſophy of the world, in the 
2d ch. of this Epilt. 6, and 7. ver- 
ts, Hovrteit ( faith he) we ſeat 
mſdom, yet not the wiſaom of this 
 Yoorld, but the wiſdom of God in x 
41 mſtery, even the hidden wiſdom, 


* Av copiach © ivauTian, Ye. Sore 
mnem ſ4pientiz vocas non cloaqguentian ſed 
rerem doit! inam cujus ipſe ctiam divinus Apo- 
flolas gratiam acceperat, & divas Johan, 
Evang-lijkzs, & divas Petrus Apoſtolorum 
ſummas. Neque enim poruiſſ. nt bomines pi[- 
eatores, &f manu ſbi vittum prrantes, © lite- 
rarum plane ignari conciones bab.re, & ſcri- 
bere, © que dicchant, & ſcripts mandabant 
virtute maxims implere, mſi 2 diving Spiritie 
veran ſapientian acccpiſſent. 'Theodoret, is 
2 ep. 44 Corinth. cap. 12. 


the revel 1tion of which, God ordained before the world was 


wo vr, that 1s, unto the glary ofus the Apoſtles, who 
& Yvere the firlt diſcoverers thereot. To them it was thar 


ve Spirit, gave the Firſt Underſtanding and diſcove 

#the Myſteriesof God,and of the Father,and of Chrift; 

a whom, as our Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col. 2. all the trea- 
C 


ſures 
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ſures of, Wiſdom. and Knowledge were hid. In hin 
they were hidden, and wrapt up, before they were un- 
folded by the Apoſtles, to whom inthe x4, x5, and 16, 
Chapters of St. John's Goſpel our Saviour promiſed 
his Spirit to comfort and a{ſ1ſt them in his abſence, to 
teach them all the things that belonged to the Goſpel, 
to lead them into all truth, to bring to their remem- 
brance, whatſoever he had formerly taught them, and 
bear witneſs to the Truth of their Doctrine by his 
works. Therefore the firſt, and moſt principal gift of 
the Spirit was this, A:yG- E-9:as, the Revelation of 
the Goſpel,or the diſcovery of all thoſe excellent truths, 
the knowledge and belief whereof is Eifential on our 

rts to the New and better Covenant, which God 

th-made betwixt himlielf and man. This Supernetu- 
ral knowledge of the whole Counſel of God in the Re- 
demption of the world through Chriſt, was firſt given 
to the Apoſtles by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and Preached by them-ro the whole world. Given [ 
lay, to the Apoltles, for as we read of Siaxgious wage 
uaTwy, Arverſities 0 $ift in my Text: So in the next 
verſe ro it, we read of 4 14X &ATE45 Hiaxovriuy, difference! 
of Adminiſtrations, that is, of Miniſteries, or Miniſters. 
to whom theſe Gifts belonged. And therefore as the 
Apoſtle hath put the word of Wiſdom tirſt in the Catz 
logue of gifts: So in the Liſt of Miniſters, which an- 
ſwers to.1t in. the 28th verſe, he hath put the Apoſtle 
Grit, 

From-whence I paſs tothe wordot Knowledge, by 
which with Dr. L:zhtfoor, and: Menochins, | under- 
ſtand Prophecy properly ſo called, or the revealed 
knowledge of lecrer, remore, and future things, Of 

ret things, as of the mind, or will of God; or the 

| ts of men; of remote things, as of what was 

done in other places ; or of future things, as of what 

would be. dane.in times to come. According to this 
Iater- 
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T he Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 
[Interpretation you will ind, that Prophers, which holds 
the Second place in the Liſt of Miniſters, exa&tly an- 
fwers to the word of Knowledge in the Catalogue of Gifts. 
Is the Church ( faith he ) God hath ſer Firlt Apoſtles, 
Secondarily Prophers. The Spirit of Prophecy pro- 
perly fo called had ceaſed a long time in the FJerjfh 
Church before the coming of Chriſt ; but in the /af 
4&9, that is, in the concluſion of the Jewiſh, and be- 
ginning of the Chriſtian Church, God poured it out 
upon all fleſh, and their young men faw Viſions, and 
their ald men dreamed Dreams, according to the 
prediction of Joel in the 24 chap. which St. Peter on 
the day of Pentecoſt, when the Spirit deſcended with 
all his Gifts, declared was fulfilled ro rhe Jevs. By this 
renewed Spirit of Prophecy it was, that the * Prophicts » a :; z 
nthe Church of Azt0ch hadit revealed ro them by whe 
Holy Gholt, that Barnaber and Se1/ ſhould be ſeparates 
fe the work, unto which he had called them ; that 
it. Petey | knew, that Anazis and Sapphirs lyed to | Atts 4. ;- 
the Holy Ghoſt ; that * 4gabw foretold the Famigin « a2 1. 18, 
the days of Claudius Ceſar, and the impriſonment of »1. 10. 
it. Paul at Jeruſalem , that | Anmias knew of the Con- | 1ag. «io. 
rerfion of St. Pas/; and that * Sr. Paul told the Cen- * atts 27. 33, 
urion before the Shipwrack thar not a man in the ſhip *# 
hould be loſt. Laſtly, that Sr. Johx wrote the Reve- 
ation in the ancient Prophetick ftyle, and that many 
*hers, of whom we read in } Ecclchiaſtical Hiltory, » zu. Feet, 
werold many ſtrange events. brft. lib. 5.c2p. 

From whence I proceed tothe Third Gift, which is 7 #3437 
alled Fairh, by which you are not to underſtand Tivw 
dyuarur, as * Chryſoft. calls juſtifying, or ſaving Faith, + *wn. 29. is 
(for that was a common gift to which all Chriſtians Fp«4C m__ 
kd an equal title and claim ) but Tisw Enucor, the yin © The 
th of Miracles Emphatically fo called, becauſe it was 0 is is. cep. 
certain ſupernatural contidence,and aſſurance wrought 
the Spirit in the Soul of a man, by which he was 

2 ſure 


* As alſo that in Matth. 17. 20. Lake 17, 
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ſure he could do ſuch or ſuch Miracles, before he at- 
tempted to do them, By this ſupernatural confidence, 
and impulſe it was, that men knew, as by a ſign,when 
they could work wonders, and when not, and the 
greateſt Operator, whether Prophet, or Apoſtle durſt 
never undertake to do a Miracle, but when he was a[- 
ſured by the Spirit he could do it. And indeed it was 
requiſite for God by ſome ſecret preceeding impreſſion 
to let the Auaoxz2v; or Teachers of the Goſpel know, 
when he would aſſiſt them, leſt they ſhould attempt to 
do Miracles when they could not, and fo diſcredit their 
own Dottrine, and Authority, and diſhonour the 
name of God. Of this ſort of Enthuſtaſtical conk- 
dence, with which the Spirit filled rhe minds of men, 


1s that place ro beunderſtood in 


C— a #4 the * 21.ch.of St. Matthew's Go- 
p . w. 29, I 1 . _ but « 
ge (y 3 4 6h. eel ſpel, wer, 21. where our Saviour 


« engiv, wy Volt mien, Ce. Theodor, told his Diſct les, That if they 


is lecun., nioy cemavde_ 67 nente 19s bad foicp og 
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doubted nor, they 
Zen pou 0eY = ſhould not only do what he had done 

to the fie-tree, but if they ſhould 
ſay go that monntain ( upon which they ſtood ) Be 1hos 
removed, and caſt into the ſes it ſbould be done. And 
theretore. this ſort of Faith is here put before the Gitt 
of healing, and working of Miracles, bccaule it con- 
liſted in an antecedent impulſe to do-both. 

Or elſe by Faith is here to be underſtood /upermnaturs! 
courage, and confidence, with. which God was wont 
to endow the minds of all thoſe, whom he ſet uponany 
deſign, that would find oppoſitions from Devils or men. 
[his fdxcia, or undanted courage is called in the New 
ſcſtament Tagpyoia, which we render boldneſs, Ads 4. 
13,29, 31. But by the ingenious Tranſlator of the 
Mons-teſt ament 1t 1s rendered Conſtance, ſermete, Libertt, 
Hardieſſe, and it was an effett of that which the Jem 
writers call the Spirit of might, and as ! Maimonides 0b- 


{erves, 
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ferves, it was always conferr'd upon the perſon com- 
miſſhoned by God after the promiſe of z#reche Ani, or 
Ehteh Immach, Go, and I will be with thee. Which: pro- | 
miſe as it was ſolemnly made by God to * Moſes, | Je- + gt 3. 12, | 
remiah,and * others in the Old Teſtament : So was it as "Ferem.z 8. 
ſolemnly made to the Apoſtles by Chriſt in the New. ,,3* 3.5: 
For after his Reſurretion, when he gave them Com- 3b. i. 5. 
miſhoen and Authority to Teach, and Baptize all Na: 
tions, He ſaid, | Al power is given nnto me both in Hea- {Manb. :8, 
| ven and earth, Go ye therefore, and texch all Nations, *9+**: 

Baptiz.ing them in the name of the Father, &c. and lo! 
I am with you to the end of the world. Accordingly we 

read in the 4s of the Apoſtles, with what invincible 

reſolution and courage thoſe poor men appeared before 

the Jewiſh and Heathen Tribunals, and with what aſto- 
niſhing preſence both of body and mind, they, and 


— ——_ om— ——_—— 


, * other Teachers of the Goſpel, bore the name of Jeſws + 4% 7: 

7 before the Kings, and Princes, and people of the 

7 carth. 

c Under the Fourth miraculous Gitfr, which is the giſt 
4 


of Healing is es. yr the power of Curing all 


i{eales both of and * m1 
s di{cales both of y, and * mind _, dels jan faraibes decay paſÞ wenn 


| 

d without the help of Phyſick ju cxringucre, cnimorum defipicnrium ls- | 
t through the alone name of Teſws #3 reddits ſenitate purgare, infeſtis jubere | 
1 Chriit, as allo the more wonder- fc. ears gp _ 

ful power of raiſing the dead. For | 
al as inflicting of dearth is ufually joyned by the Ancients 
nt with the power of infliting diſeaſes: So the power 
y of Curing dileaſes, and raiſing the dead are uſually 
N. joyned together in their | writings | 
W as etects of the tame miraculous |." ns wy per ma 
4. gitt. Althoug]r the latter alſo is cum & quemadmedm Si 
he ofren reduced under the Fifth ſurrexerun; & perſeverirant nobiſcum amnis 
7, miraculous gitt, Ergynuals Av — PT Ron ————— TY 
1 »riuewr, which we tranſhte work- 
ob-F ing of Miracles : under which is comprehended the 


NOW. 


14 


* Tz: g Jon. 
1 Sam. 19. o, 

12. 
\ Targ. 
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pawer of working ſigas and wonders in the Heavens, 
of ſilencing, and caſting Devils both our of Men, and 
Oracles, of inflicting death, as the Prophet did on the 
Captains of Fifties, and their Companies, and St. Pe 
ter upon Azanias and his wite. Laſtly, the power of 
inflicting Diſeaſes on the bodies of incorrigible ſinners, 
45 Paul did upon Elymas the Sorcerer, which in this, 
and the firſt of his Epultles rq 7 zwothy is called the deli- 
vering up to Satan by Excommunication, and perhapy 
alſo the power of filling the Souls of contumacious lin- 
ners, with ſupernatural horrour, and agonies, which 
when they aro but natural arc worle to be endured, 
than the moſt intolerable bodily pains. 

By Prophecy is not underſtood the gift of Prediction, 
or knowing remote, and future events. Bur firſt, the 
gift of Preaching or expounding the Scriptures by In- 
ipiration, in which ſenle it 15 laid 1n the 4th verſe of 
the 12th chap. every man Praying or Prophelying, that 
is, Prayingand Preaching with his head covered diſho- 
aoureth his head. In this ſeace Infpired Preachers arc 
called Prophets in the 1 4# chap. of this Epilt. ver. 29, 
Let the Prophets ( faith he ) ſpeak two, or three at 4 time, 
and let the reſt hear, and judg. Accordingly Nebta the 
Hebrew word for a Prophet is often rendred in the 
Chaldee Tranflation by * $/ hrs, and | Meturgeman 
which ſignifes Teacher, and Interpreter, in which 
ſence the Preachers in the Church of Coriath were ver 
properly called Prophets, who Preached, and —— 
ed the Holy Scriptures by Inſpiration from the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

Or elſe Prophecy may be taken, as it often is in the 
Old, and New Teſtament, for Praiſizg of God by in- 
[pired Hymns and Pſalms. For inſpired perſons did ufu- 


ally fpend their Enthuſiaſm in competing of Hymns,and 


Spiritual ſongs: which is the realon we read of ſuch a 
grcat number of Divine Poets, or Plalmiſts among 
the 
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the Hebrews, as Moſes, David, Aſaph, Heman, Jeds- 
thun, and the reſt. Hence it isthat weread 1 Sz.1c. 
of a _—— of Prophets, who came down from an 
high place Propheſying, Singing ( faith the * Para- « pn 202 
phraſt ) with Pſalteries, Tabrets, Pipes and Harps, 
And both in that, and the 19#h chap. where Saul is faid 
to have Propheſied among the Prophets; the Para- 
phraſt plainly ſaith he Sang, or Praifed God. And ac- 
cording to both theſe ſenſes of the word Prophecy you 
find Pſalms, and Dottrines among the gifts of the Spi- 
rit in the 24th chap. of this Epiſt.and the 26 verſe, 

But thirdly, Prophecy is put here not only for Preach- 
ing, and Praifling God by —_— but alſo for Pray- 
ing unto him i» _ Aſſemwvlies by | Inſpired Prayers. (Ment 3 7% | 
For in the Apoſtles time there was a Miraculous viſt dy Sr oe 
Praying as well as Preaching, when the Spirit uſed to Mott 
ſeize upon the Souls of men 1n publick, and affe&t them 9 «14 cum ba 
in ſuch an ny way asto make them pray for _— 


© G_ —_ —- = _ ——- —_a 


. . erat © precuns þ 
ſuch things, and in ſuch a due manner, as in thoſe dorm, quod& } 
times, whenas yet the Church had compoſed no Litur- Pm prin 


. . dicebatur, quo 
gies, perſons not Inſpired could not do. qui ——_— 
ras pro plebe 
univers4 preces fundebat. Quandoquidem enim mults eorum, que nobus conducunt, temranck & 
que minime conducant poſlulemm, acceſſit lomum precam ad unum dliquem corum, qui quod com- 
muniter unbverſs Eccheſie conducebes, id ipſe pro omnibus ſtans ilaret, tum ahios edoceres. 
Spirnun igitur hic vocat tum donuam tale, rum animam cam, que dognm id ſuſciperer, queque 
apud Deum imerecdorcs, ac gemertt, Qui enim bujuſmodi gravid diguana eft, is magni cum ant- 
mi compunHone ſt ins, multiſq; cum gemnibus mente antes core Des projiratus que omnibus 
conducum petit, cujus & nunc Symbolum eſt Miniſter pro populs prects Deo offerens. Hoc igh 
tur Paulus ſenticns dixit, iphe (piricus intercedir pro nobiy gemitibus inemarrabitiiues. (bro). fe" 
ep, 44 Rom. & 8. Hom. 14. Tothe ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Theoph. and Occamen, upon-the place, 


In this ſenſe. it was, that the Apoſtle faith that the 
Spirit ( or gift of the Spirit ) helpeth our. infirmities. 
And that the Spirit, or * Inſpired perſon, maketh in- , We 
terceſhon for us qeraſuoi; aAGoNTOU, with «nutterahle abs hr dro 


ws iglo 5 
TVET: dre wry ——— 10% ag nd cum compunTione flicker fivituatis ile bem, & multin «| 
m—_—_— bodi2 pgnum «j} Niacoms fans inter ſapphcations pro populo effundenaw@. 
mn bcum, 


lighs 


" 
_ -- m 
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 locuimn, 


4 


* Ia l:cum. 


16 


» Fiiam [cip- 
ſum mmi/cult 
we ſcrmo odi0- 
ſas videatur. 
Aecumea, 


-4 Chryſoſt. & 
* Toxoph.in loc, 
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ſighs and groans. ,Likewile ( faith he) the _ help- 


Jur | ould pray for, 
[ or in what manger ] 4s we oy2hr, hut rhe in{pired man 
maketh interceſſion for us with groanings which cannot 


our infirmities,, for * we-kpow not what we, ſbou 


" be expreſſed. Which groanings were the ee of thoſe 


ſupernatural raptures, and Enthulia!ſms, with which 
the Spirit tilled the Souls of theſe Inſpired Orators, 
often moving them withal to Pray in unknown tongues. 
Which St. Pau/ Emphatically calls praying by the frivir 
in oppoſition to praying intelligibly, or with the under- 
ſtanding, as you may lee. in the | 14th chap. of this 
Epilt. the 14 and 15 verſes, which the Enchuſiaſts of 
this age have ſo perverted, and abuled, This Gift 
above all others was looked upon as a ſingular pledge of 
Gods favour, and as a Seal by which he Lane | the 
Chriſtians to bc his adopted Sons, And therefore in the 
8th chap. of the Epiltle to the Romans, the Apoſtle 
calls it the Sprrit of Adoption, whereby they were moved 
to cry Abb: Father, A .name as Sr. * Chryſoft. 
and Theophyl. obſerve, by which the Jews were no 
where found tocall upon God in Prayer, although they 

called God || Father, by way of 


Deut. 32.18. Hal. 2.10, 1 Chron 2g. acknowledgment and confeflion, 


zo. /j.63.16. 64,8. Fob. 8.41. So Joma 


C. 8.9. dixit K. 


Aeibi beati wor © Hſract And therefore the Spirit moving 


cram quo purificamini ; & quis purificat vor? the Chriſtians to invoke God by 


I ater veller qui cſt in Coartis, guxts didum 
illud & ſpargeam, Te, Ezek. 36. 25, Soita : s 3 
CaP. 9s I5- *Pojtquam predixis futurss c- OUF had diretted his Diſci Wes 
Limitates tempore viſitationts templi fic erum- 

pit; Cuicrgo nitemur nilt Patri nalto, 
qui ct in Calis > que verba bis ibi reperun- 


our, 


the name of Father, as our Savi- 


to 'addreſs themſelves unto him 
before, did thereby bear witneſs 
with their Spirits, that they 
were the Sons of God, ] pray 
mark what I ſay upon the Authority of St. Chry/o/t. 
who aſſerts that the Jews were x9 where found to invoke 
God by the name of Father, 


* For intheir Offices which are very anc yy hich muſt be * "A 4 
ent, we find God invoked by the name of O14 T F h be — ro = 
Faber, particularly in that lo)cum Prayer, ef amen anda tnc Apocryp ut ; 


where 


, EE" TT -£ AS few == = . == Ae 


= 


Y 


where from Abraham to the Mgc- 
heans we hnd none that calls 
pon him in Prayer by the name 
of Father, which makes this Great 
mans notion very probable, that 
the Chriſtians fhrit invoked God 
by that ritle, being rhereunto 
noved by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
thereby declared to the unbeliev- 
ing Jews, that they were the Sons 
ot God, and his heirs, and co- 
keirs through Jeſus Chriſt, But 
then ſaith he, as it were correct- 
ing himſelf, it they did call God 
Father in their Groticns, they 
lid it, 3Z ooc4as Auaroiz:, of their 
own proper motion, whercas the 
Gifted Chriſtian Orators did it, 
«To Tvevualmnn ovepyeics xirupy or, 


by the Spiritual Energy of the 
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which is Qtiled © becavſe it contains 
Rightorn ſinall prayers } MWY ANDBEY 
and mention whereof is made in the Mifhzs 
[trafbar de Benediltionibus MJ cap. 4.3. 
Ramban Gamzlicl dicit qualiber die orare debet 
quiſquem otodecem preces) one of thoſe pray- 
ers beginneth JFYNIY W2K YI 'on 
4c nos revertere Pater woſter ad logem twam- 
urn us oor Father unto thy Law. Ano 

ther Prayer for the bleſſing of the ſeaſon of 
the year, which particularly is cited im the 
Miſnz inthe ſune tra. cap. 5- 2. beginneth 
WwWwwyp 223 WIR VIM 
Bleſs us,our Father, in aff the worts of our 
bands. Inthe days appointed for penitence 
which are 10 days, aud tro ſome 40 before 
the day of atonement, thcre are many prayers, 
which begin 11990 11!IK our Father, 
our Ki Bur though chis title of Farber 
be now found in the Prayers of the Fewes, 
yer it 1s very probable that chey being under 
a (crvile diipenſation very rarely preſumed to 
addreſs themſelves unto God by that familiar 
appellation. rill chey ſaw that che Chriſtians, 
who reproached them as boudmes to the 
law. cane with fuch freedom to the throne 
of Gra e, 


Holy Ghoſt,and there was as ſenſible a difference ( faith 
te ) between calling God Father from tholerwo prin- 
ciples, as between ſpeaking in acquired tongues, and 
tagues by Inſpiration, or healing by Phyltck, and 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; whereof the latter carried 
along with them a viſible divine imprels, and therefore 
the Spirit which moved the Chriſtians tor cry * Abba . p,, chus 
Father in theic devorions might well be called the Spirit ipſe rejtimoni- 


of adoption, which thereby bore witneſs with their Spirits 


that they were th? ſons of Vod. 


wn dicir dons 
quot dutum eff 
nobis: non cni1n 
nos Abba [6- 


nmus ſine reſle Of 2 nobis ipſis, v-yum paracleti donum eſt, & ipſe docuit nos yer ſpiritum, id eff, 
lomun fic loqui in orationibus. Theophyl. Rom. $. 16. See Gal. 4.6. 


From whence I pals to the diſcerning of Spirits, whicly 
was as uſetul a gift as any of the reſt. For as in Egypt 


Satan raiſed up Jannes and Fembres, and other Magici- 
D 


ans 


*Com 


Fx. 19. $6. 
Dent, 7. 6. and 
14+. 2+ and 26, 


@- 9. Col.1.12. 
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ans to contend with m—_— in -— a9 an Miracles: $g 
in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity he raiſed up ſeve. 
ral Conjurers, and Magicians, who as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
m his firſt Epiſtle to 7imathy, Came after the working of 
Satan with all power, and figns, and lying wonders,of whom 
our Saviour propheſying in the 24h chap. of St. Matthen, 
Goſpel ſaid, that they ſbould ſbew great fizns, and wonder, 
and deceive if it were poſſible the very * Ele, that is, the 
* Charch it ſelf. They had power from the Devil (as 
St. John plainly ſaith, Rev. 1 3.14. and 16. 24. ) to work 


88. with z Pet. ſigns and wonders in the air ; to ſpeak diverſe Lang 


1, 9. and 


ges; to foretel Plagues and Storms ; to tell what was done 


5-10, Mah. at a diſtance; to make fire come down from Heaven; 


24, 22- 


to vomit flames ; to walk and fly in the air, and caſt our 
Devils by a compatt with Bee/zebab their Soveraz 

Prince. And all theſe things they did to confene th 
Miracles and invalidate the Authority of the Apoſtles, 
and confirm this Anti-Chriſtian doctrine, which was 
a contradiction to their Goſpel, that Jeſws was not 
Chriſt. For this reaſon they are called in the forecited 
places Antichriſt, and falſe Prophets, and there were 
very many of them, both Jews and Gentiles, as Simon 
called Magus, Elymas the Sorcerer, the ſeven ſons of 
Sceva the Few, and many more not mentioned in the 


Scriptures, as Barchozbah, and Apolloniuzs Thyanew, | 


who aped our Saviour, as Pharaohs Sorcerers imitated 


Mofes, inas many Miracles as he could do, and was the | 
Prince of all the Devils Apoſtles, and the greateſt Ma- ' 


gician, that ever deceived the world. 

God therefore in compaſſhon to the ſtate of rhe Primi- 
tive Church inſpired the Governments in all places with 
a ſupernatural Sagacity to diſcern theſe Satanical (pirits, 
and diſtinguiſh their works. from thoſe of the Spirit of 
God: Oneof the principal rules, which the diſcerners 
ef Spirits gave tothe Church whereby to try the Spirits, 
was this : that every Spirit, which wrought Miracles 

to 
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ſo, let him acknowledge, that the things 


J doftrine, which was inconſiſtent wi 


The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exoreiſed, 19 


wprove that Jeſs was the Chrift, was of God ; but 
ery Spirit, that wrought wonders to prove, that he 
was not Chriſt, or that another was the Chriſt, was a 
jying Spirit, that Spirit of Antichrift, which our Savi- 
7 Drevold his Diſciples ſhonld come, and which was 
athe world in the time of Sr. John, as you may read 
nthe place I cited before, as alſo in his 2 Epiſt. ver, 7, 
Conformably to this St. Paul in the verſe before my text, 
ays down the fame infallible rule that no man that calteth 
Jeſus Anathema, as many Infidels and Apoſtates did, 
an ſpeak by the Spirit of God. Another rule whereby 
wery the Spirits was ſubmiſſion, and obedience to the 
Governours of the Church. We zre of God : ( faith 
it. John, 1 Ep. 4. 6.) he that knoweth God heareth us ; he 
that is nor of God heareth not us : hereby we know the ſpirit 
if truth, exd the ſpirit of error, And If any man amons 
ys ( faith St. Pazl, 1 Cor. 14. 37.) pretend to be a Pro- 
ghet or tnſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, as « fg that be # truly 

write nmnto you are 
the Commandments of God, I queſtion not, but they had 
ether teſts beſides thefe, by which totry the ſpirits, as 
that every ſpirit which wrought ns to confirm any 

th a pure and peace- _ 

able life, or the ſober ufe, and rules of moral reafon, We 
muſt needs be a diabolical Pfeudo-prophetical ſpirit, as Pals. & 5 
[think I could demonſtrate, 1f I had burttime. 77 lydiv, 65 


From whence I come to ſpeak of the two laſt kinds, _—_— 


I riz. cf the * Gift of Tomgnes, and which was as won- iSihen 


yAdary. Chry. 


J &rful as that, the gift of Interpreting thereof, To the jet. is 1 Fp.ad 
. OF. ; 


mderftanding of which be pleaſed to take notice that Co. 12. c. 
Hom. 19 


* * 4 Vas$ ' 6 " _ ”" O ; 
the gitr of —_— tongues was uſually accompanied with [3 8354s 


J ich ſtrong Enthuſiaſms, and Raptures, that the afteRed ,3 7 tnun au 


rerſon could not uſe his — in ar ordinary 7%. irvew 3 

way, ſo asto || interpret, and explain his inſpirations in -/ my be 

the audience to which he ſpoke ; which was the reaſon is. 

that the ſpirit did uſually reveal to:* others, who ſtood ** ©; 4: 
by 


D 2 4, ts. 
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by and underſtood not the infpired Languages, the mat. 
*1 Cor.14.13- tEr, Which the. gifted Oracles ſpoke, or elſe by a * new 
$34 «$674 in{piration revealed untothem the things which they had 
famigle ne, ſpoken in the unknown tongue, but through the vio- 
m7 * 7451 lence of the Enthuſiaſm had forgot. Which latter Gift, 
py ere becauſe it was more profitable for the Church, the 

Apoftle in the 1 44h chap. preters before the former,which 
the vain Corinthians did lo much affect. 

Theſe are the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
whichas it appears from the 28. vey. of this chap. God 
gave to the ditterence of Miniſteries, or Miniſters, i.e. 
to the Apoſtles, Prophets, Teachers, Helps and Govern- 
ments of the Primitive Church. Tothe Teachers, j, «.tothe 
more profound and ſolid fort of Doctors, who anſwered 
to the Scribes in the Synagogue, and wholly devoted 
themſelves to Preach, and expaund the Scriptures, which 
was an excellent Gitr, or Talent, and always eſteemed 
the moſt uſeful way of inſtruQtion { eſpecially of the 
| Luke 23-27. | Jews ) in the Primitive Chriſtian Church. To the 
aits 2 >. 25. Helps, 1.e.. tothe helpers, or aſſiſtants,ſluch as the Evan- 
oy geliſts were to the Apoltles, as Si/as to Paul, Mark to 
Barnabas, or ſuch as the Deacons were tothe Biſlops, 
and Presbyters, and the whole Church. And they are 
called helps by an Hebraiſm in Greek, as the Levires 
were called in the Jewiſþ Church and Language, 
271259 'MMyDDp helps to the Prieſts, By Governments 
4reto be underitood Governours, for in the Helleniiti- 
calſtyle the abſtract is often put for the concrete, ac- 
cording to the cultom of the Hebrew,and Syriack tongues, 
-< xev.z.z., and by Governours are meant the Apoſtles and * Biſbops, 
Che Angel of to whom the Gift of diſcerning Spirits ſeems to have 
the Church of belonged in a peculiar manner, becauſe the word yr 

— Biprnors, Which 1s here put tor Government, is uſed 
ing them, the Septuegint to render the Hebrew word T achbuloth, 
—_— which ſignifies diſcerning Wiſdom, Prudence, or Coun- 
aud are.not. ſe], wherein the ſpirit of Government doth conſiſt. 


Thus 


20 
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Thus in the fr/# of Proverbs v. 5, where we ſay, «4 man 
of underſtanding ſball attain unto wiſe counſel, the Septua- 
gint ſaith,  rojuwr yuBiprnce xlnoglai,s man of underſtand. 
ing ſball attain unto Government. The like may be ſeen 
Prov, 11. 14. and 14.6. | 
There were other Miraculous gifts under the Nes 
Teſtament, which are not mentioned in this Chapter, 
and which though properly ſpeaking they did not pro- 
ceed from the Holy Ghoſt, yet in ho ſenſe may be 
called þiritual gifts. Thele were the worce from Heaven, 
which the _ called Bath col, and the appearance 
of Angels thoſe holy meſſengers of God, and Mini-- 
ſtring Spirits, who ſometimes acted as Gods Vice-ge- 


rents, and * aſſumed his perſon in ſpeaking to men. « 44.419, 
But _ the Apoltle take no notice of ther» here, #cbr. 2.2. 
t 


becauſe were not intrinſecal, and inherent gifts, 
yet I thought fit to mention them becauſe they were ex- 
traordinary, and relate to ſome paſlages in the following 
part of this diſcourſe. 


Thus having given you an account of the: mumber, 
and diverſiries of theſe gitts of the Holy Ghoſt, toge- 
ther with the difference of Mzniſteries to which they 
belong'd, I ——_ in the Third place to ſhew the rea- 
ſons, why they were given by God to the Primitive 
Churches, and not to the Churches of latter times. 

Now this reaſon is to be taken from- the- wants and 
neceſſities of rhe Primitive Church, whoſe infant-tate 
required, that God ſhould afſiſt her with the Miracu- 
lous Gifrs of the Spirit, till the Goſpel was ſufficiently 
Preach d about the Empire; the Scriptures of the 
New Teitament compleated; the. Temple-worſhip 
aboliſhed among the Jews; Idolatry deltroyed among 
the Gextiles, and both were united together under 
Chriſt into one Communion, or Catholick Church. 
It had been jmpoſhible for God to bring tro-pals all theſe 


ſ{tupen- 


_, 


22 


*2 Cor 8.23, 
Phil. 2, 25. 
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ſtupendous things in a way confiſtent with his own 
Waildom, and the freedom of humane nature, without 
making uſe of theſe, or other fitting means, as won- 
derful as theſe, to publiſh the Goſpel, and confirm the 
truth thereof. How ſhould the Jewiſh and Gentile 
world have beheved without Apoſtles, and * Apoſto- 
lical Preachers, and how ſhould the Apoſtles, and 
Evangeliſts have preached, unlels they had been inſpi- 
red ? for their Saviour left them like Orphans,or rather 
like Schalars of the third Claſſe, before he had revealed 
all the Goſpel unto them, and therefore it was neceſſa- 
ry for Gad ta ſend his Spirit the Comforter to fupply 
his place among them, to build upon the Foundation, 
which he had laid, and diſcover the word of Wiſdom 
in as ample manner unto them, as they were to Preach 
it about the world. And then becauſe they were il- 
literate men, that knew no Languages but their awn, 
it was requiſite for him ro give them, and their afſiſtants 
the gift of ſtrange FORTHES, that they might treely con- 
verſe with men of all countries, and Provinces, and 
Preach the Goſpel through all che world. 

Bur then as the Spirit qualihed them by infuted Divi- 
nity and Languages to preach : So was it requiiite for 
him to confirm the Truth of their doctrine by Signs, 
and Wonders, as by giving them Power to ſilence Ora- 
cles, and rebuke Magical fpirits, to catt out Devils, 
heal the Sick, raiſe the Dead, and demon(irrate his 
{pecial Preſence in Chriſtian atfemblies by ſending his 
Spirit-upon private men, and Idiots, and in particular 
by enabling them to ſpeak in ſtrange tongues, which 
by reaſon of the rapturous way in which they were 
inſpired, they could not interpret to the Congre- 
gations, in which they ſpoke. This manner of 
ſpeaking in, unknown rongues is difterent from that, 
which I meationed a little before. For the former way 
of fpcaking was given tothe Apoltles, and Evangelilts, 

not 
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not ſomuch for a ſign, as toenable them to inftrut fo- 


rein nations in the Faith, and it was either a permanent 
gift, or if it were not, it always came upon them in a 
calm and gentle manner, infomuch thar _ were 
perfect maſters of their own underſtandings, and could 
freely converle with the people, to whom they ſpoke. 


2J 


But the uſe of the latter was principally * Signz!, or «, cor.14.52, 


Teſtimonial, like other miracles, and came upon the 
people, as well as the Minifters, and that in ſuch a 
rapturous Enthultaſtixal manner, that though they 


underſtood their | own inſpirations, yet they were not | r Cer.t4.4-- 


able to interpret them to the Church, and therefore to 
this gift was uſually annexed the more uſeful gift of in- 
terpreting tongues, of which I ſpoke before. 

All theſe Miracles are called the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, particularly, Heb. 2. 4. God the ſender of the 
Spirit is ſaid to have born the Apoſtles witneff, with ſigns, 
and wonders and divers miracles,and gifts of the Holy Ghot 
Hither we may alſo refer *he on. of Knowledge, or the 
gift of Prophecy properly fo called, which of all the 
Unctions of the Holy Ghoſt was a particular ſign tothe 
Jews, that the Chriſtians were alſo the children of pro- 
miſe, upon whom the Spirit of Prophecy came. But 
then it was requilite for them upon other accounts, be- 
cauſe the diſcovery of things ſecret, and remote, and 
the prediction of future events was frequently neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the Chriſtians, and preventing 
of imminent danger tothe Church. Thus Agabss ſig- 
niftying by the Sparit; that there ſliould be a great dearth 


throughout all the world, z.e. all * Jades, the Diſci- * #un. 02 
ples at Antioch detetmined before-hand to ſend relief $#-24-7-- 


unto their Brethren in Judee by the hands of Barnabas 
and Pau/. So an Angel was ſent to Pau/ to aſſure hi 
that he ſhould be brought betore Ceſar, aad that G 
would fave all the lives in the ſhip for his ſake. By 
which Revelation he. was cnabled both to C— 
and: 
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and direC the Sea-men, who had otherwiſe given up 
all in deſpair. Hither I may alſo refer the predi&tion 
of our Lord, Matth. 24. 15, and 16. verſes, which the 
believing Jews remembring, when Gallus fo providen- 
tially raiſed the liege of Foraſalem, immediately went 
out of it, and fled to the Mountains, infomuch that 
when Titus ſome months after belieged the City, there 

« Fuſeb. Eee, Was not one Chriſtian in the * place, 

#i.1.3..5 Furthermore the Spirit of Preaching, Praying, and 
Praiſing God by —_— or Prophecie improperly 
ſo called, was requilite for the ſtate of the Primitive 
Chriſtian Church, for by this the Circumciſion was 
allo convinced, that God was no reſpetter of perſons, when 
they ſaw to their aſtoniſhment, that on the Gentiles alſo 
were poured ont the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, This was 
the reaſon why the Apoſtles did by Solemn Prayer, 
and Impoſition of hands confer theſe, and other gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon Baptized Gertiles, to convince 
the Jews, | & the Chriltian Religion was to be Catho- 
lick, and that Chriſt was the Saviour of no leſs than the 
whole world. Furthermore they were neceſſary tocon- 
firm the Faith, and warm the devotion of the Newly 
Converted Chriſtians, who were very apt through the 
deluſion of Hereticks, and Satanical ſpirits to Apoſta- 
tize, and renounce Chriſt, as likewile to convince the 
Jewiſh, and Gentile unbelievers,whom curioſity brought 

 _ tothe Chriſtian Aſſemblies, that God was i rhem, and 

"37" 2626s *» 98017 them for a truth. Laſtly, as St. || Clement, who 

x; 779) 615 Mil» G | , 4 

6 cones xa» WAS St. Panl's fellow-work-man, aſſures us in his firit 

viezver ws Epiſtle to theſe Corinthians, who were (0 rich in ſpiritu- 

es al gifts, theſe andother gifts were ſent upon the people 

SI w agsdivine indications to the Apoltles, whom they ſhould 

ONGED, Ordain Biſhops, and Presbyters and Deacons in the 

arexores, Cities and Countries which ſhould be converted to rhe 

—_—— Faith. So the Apoltles directed the Diſciples to look 

vil, & 44, Out among themſelves Seven men of honeſt = 

an 
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and full of the Holy Ghoſt whom they might ordain 
Deacons. And S. Paw{'in his firſt Epiſt. to Timothy 4. 
14. charged him not to neglect the * gift of the- Preeſt- * C:tvis 1ſtis 
hood, which was given him by Prophecy, and the Impo- © + 
ſition of his hands. And accordingly Exſeb:rs out of Cle- 
mens Alex andrinus reports of St. John, that he took cy.;. & « 
men to ordain Biſhops of the Afrarice Churches, Ty 279 focum. 
T4 mrevualB. Onuawoutror, from among thoſe who 
were (ignalized with ſpiritual gifts. Agreeable to which 
| St. Paul told their Predeceſſors, that the Holy Ghoſt 1 A# 29.8. 
had ſer them over the flock. 

Laſtly, Becauſe it was impoTible to govern the 
Church more than other Societies and Bockes politick 
without ſenſible puniſhments, God endowed the Apo- 
ſtles, and their Succeſſors with a power of infliftin 
ſupernatural diſeaſes, and death upon incorrigible of- 
fenders, while for want of aſſiſtance from the Secular 
arm, they had not power to make penal laws for chem- 
ſelves. This ſupernatural power of inflicting corporal 
puniſhments, -which uſually accompanied excommuni- 
cation, made the Apofolical rod as terrible as the peſti- 
lence that walketh in darkneſs, and the a:ftrution that waſt- 
eth at noon day, For by it offenders were delivered up to 
Satan to be tormented, poſſeſſed, and killed by him, 
who is the | ordinary executioner of Gods hudgmegtsa; 545 ». 6. 
And it was {6 inherent at that time inthe Apoſtohcal 54m-+6-14- 
function for puniſhing of Scandals, and preſerving the 
Unity and Order of the Church, -that God was pleaſed 
to ſecond their dreadful Cenfſures in their abſence, as 
well as their preſence, as upon the ince/tuons Corinthian, 
whom this Apoſtle delivered 1 to Satan 1n an * Eccle-c,c,45 
faltical meeting at Corinth, although he was not there. 


And ſuch a tender regard had God for the Order, and 
Diicipline of che Church, that he concurred with the 
Apoltles in the execution of this power,nor only againſt '1 (2r-5-3-4-5 
thoſe who continued A "Rk in| inceſt, * blaſphem 


*1 Tim.1.20. 
V, þ Tim, 2- 17, 
here- 


* 3 Fpiſd 
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hereſies, and ſuch like fins, but againſt thoſe alſo, thar 
were prating malitious Schiſmaticks, oppoſers of the 


- Biſhop, and diſturbers of the peace, and order of the 


Church. Such anone was Alexander the Copper-ſmith, 
and Diotrepbes in the Church of Epheſus, whom S. John 
aſſured the Church he * would remember ( z.e. cen- 
ſure) when he came, for his evil deed. We cannot ima- 
ine that our Lord, who came not to deſtroy mens 
Fires but ſave them, would have given the Apoſtles ſuch 
a power over mens lives, but in order to fuch a conli- 
derable end. It was neceſſary, that they, their afſiitants, 
and Succeſlors the Biſhops ( who are likewiſe called 
Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 8. 23. Gal.1.19. Phil. 2.25.) ſhould 
be inveſted with this power to preſerve their Autho- 
rity as Governours, and thereby fecure the diſcipline 
and government of the Church : which as fuch is a 
Sprritual body politick conſiſting of Magiſtrates, and Suh- 
jets, and ſoought to have its proper laws. Therefore 
God,who in his infinite wiſdom could not erect a Socie- 
ty without Governours,nor con{titute Governours with- 
out inveſting them with a ſufficient power of caſting 
contumacious prp——_ out of their Government, 
thought fit in the Churches minority to execute judg- 
ment upon thoſe, whom they ejetted; in which con- 
currence, I conceive, conſiited their miraculous power 
of inſlicting ſupernatural difeafes, anddeath, A power 
more than Imperial, and greater than Ce/ar could ſhew, 
which made their Eccleſiaſtical ſubjects reverence their 
perſons, and dread their diſplealure,and by conſequence 
ſhews, that it was put into their hands in that exigence, 
as the Sword is put into the hand of the Secular Magi- 
{trare, that chey might be a terror to evil doers, and 
alſert their Spiruual government over the Church, This 
is plain from the ftory of Ananias and Sapphirs whole 
ſudden miraculous death was a terror to the reſt ( for 
as the text tells us,great tear came upon all the — 
an 
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and plainly ſhews that the Church was not a mere volun- 


tary Society nor the Apoſtolical authority precarious, but 
rw undoubted Ordinance of God. ts: 


From all which I hope it is plain that the neceffities of 
the Primitive Church were the reaſon, why God gave 
theſe gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ro Her, and not to the 
Churches of later rimes. And this is apparently aſſerted 


the Fatth, and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a ? To af 
perfett man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneff of Feline us 
Chriſt, From * whence it is evident, that as the Goſpel Megwney 
increaſed, and the Church grew up, God, like a wiſe i aww 73s 
nurſe, weaned her by degrees from theſe miraculous *7owinrue— 
frs, till at laſt having arrived at her full ſtature in Chriſt, anelulioe 
left her, as Parents leave their children, when they &moximes row 
are grown to be men, to ſubfilt without extraordinary «© _ 
helps and ſupplies. And theretore as the Scriptures in- Queſt. cx 6+ 
creaſed, God cealed by degrees to diſcover the doftrines **% 
of the Goſpel by Inſpiration to the Miniſters of the 
Church,and by that time the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment were made up, and the Scripture-canon as it were 
Fealed, the Syccetlors of the Apoſtles in the time of 
Clemens, Polycarp, and Paptas, ( the Diſcipl:s of $. John )) , 
and of Juſtiz Martyr pretended to no other way of reve- Sucerfores & 
ation, or coming to the knowledge of the Chriſtian Re- Piſcipuiiſacre. 
ligion, than by the 1 word of G  —— 
And then as the Goſpel began to be Preached in Latin, qui fidei ſerms- 
and Greek, and native Romans and Grecians were admit- = nendan 
ted to be Miniſters of the Word, the Gift of tongues, — -y 
& E 2 which 
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which was the firſt of the gifts of the Spirit,began to grow 
uſeleſs, and ceaſe. Till at laſt Churches being gather- 
ed in all Provinces of the Empire, and every Nation 
having Miniſters of its own, the Goſpel was Preached 
without Inſpiration in all languages of the world. 

The gift of Prophecy P——_ ſo called continued 
ſomewhat longer in the Church, becauſe in theſe times of 
danger, and perſecution, it was neceſſary for Chriſtians 
( as I ſhewed before) to be forewarned of future eveats. 

» 746.3. biſt. * Fuſcbins tells us, that @radratus and | Ammins Phila- 
e37 ..  Gelphenſts wholived in the beginning of the Second Cen- 
- - '*"  tury together with the daughter of Philip ( the Apoſtle) 
' had the gift of foretelling things to come, and cites a 
paſſage out of the dialogue of Juſtin Martyr with Trypho 
the Tem, wherein he alerts that Prophecy was ſtill to be 
ſeen in the Church. Irenens allo 1b, 2. c. 57. reckons 
the Prophetical influx in Viſions, and predictions among 
the ſpiritual gifts, which he faith the Diſciples in that 
age received 12 different meaſures for the good of the 
Church. Origezalloin his Seventh Book againſt Celſus 
mentions this among other miraculous gifts which were 
then extant. But though at that time the Prophetical 
ſpirit was ſtill 1n being, yet it was very extraordinary, 
+ Fp.ad Doxe 2nd ſoon after ceaſed altogether in the Church. 
ertb. 1.comes Weread of the power of raiſing the dead in the fore: 
Celſ. cited paſſage of Irexevs, who ſpeaking of his own time 
phony -4 5 Fat faith, And now the dead are raiſed, and have lived among 
Hom. 43. in #5 many years. Burt the gift of healing being fo beneficial 
$. Mach. de to mankind continued longer in the Church, ( as is evi- 
FS. Bab. conmr. bee... ! 
Gentiles Aug. dent out of * Cyprian, and || Orizen, but little or no men- 
Eg. 137 ade» tion is made of it after, till the latter end of the Fourth, 
— and beginning of the Fifth Century, when God was 
Hom. 69. Em pleaſed to work that and many other * Miracles at the 
om. Met. tombs, and by the. Reliques of Martyrs, which were the 


cut. Aug. 4 4 
97: 48 laſt Miracles in the Church. 


G8. 116.1. 
Writ, 6 33, As 


T he Spirit of Enthufiaſm Exorciſed. 29 


As for Miracles ( ſpecially ſo called ) they alſo began 
to grow ſcarce about the latter end of the Second Cen- 
- after God had ſufficiently ſealed the truth of the 
Golpel by them, and in ſpite of the powers of hell 
brought the world to embrace the Chriſtian Faith. But 
yet becaule there ſtill remained an * Oracle now and » 4s gave 
then to be ſilenced, a Pyrhoniſt to be exorciſed, a Ma- Oracls in 
gical ſpirit to be rebuked, or an inſulting and blaſphe- 2x the 
mous Demoniack to- be dilpoiſeſſed, God continued wks efcuatend 
them upon theſe, and | ſuch like occaſions longer inthe 7 the time of 
Church, and yer they too * ceaſed about the beginning CO 
of the Fifth Century when | Idolatry was almoit quite ©#y/.4e 5. 
extinguiſhed,and when the Church built Her Faith not 7227 co 


on preſent but paſt Miracles,and her FHlieroms, Auonſtins, As upon the 


and Chryſoftoms like us were not inſpired, but ſtudied —_— 
Divines. Fews in Fult- 


ans tine. Nz4s 


2.irved, contre Fulicn., Flareel, lib. 12, * Aug. contre Nanich. & de ver. relig. lib. 1, 
reerath. ec. 19, | Er Salgnn in 4 vr tor mines # low Sunduigariayr embrony as 
oth # oj] oidiiaov kariar, mw re ws watifhunTYs x; caryas thi. Chryſ de S. Bubyla, 


As for the gift of Praying, and Preaching by the ſpirit, 
there is no mention made of it in the Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters, even where they enumerate the re{t of the Spiri- 
tual gifts. Unleſs * renews comprehend it under the « ;;6.,.cxp.c5- 
gift of ſtrange tongues, with all- forts of which, he Zx{6.bijt. ub. 
laith,many of the brethren ſpoke in his time by the Ho- 7-7: 
ly Ghoſt. Neither need we wonder that there is no 
turther account to be found cf it out of the Apoſtles 
writings, ſince the Chriſtians might learn what to pray 
for, and how out of the Scriptures, which are an ex- 
cellent rule of devotion, as wellas Faith, and ſince thar 
gift was alſo rendered ulelels by the | early general uſe i capind 2t- 
of Liturgies, wherein the - Church made Offices for 13: Pee: 
the Sacraments, for the Ordination of Biſhops, Prieſts rex birctorys. 
and Deacons, for the Catechumeni, the Penitenes, and 
Poileiſed perſons, and Supplications and Prayers, and 

lntcr-- 
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Tnterceſſions, and giving of Thanks for all men, for 
Kings andall that were in Authority in a good and ac- 
ceptable manner through the name of the only Media- 
tor betwixt God and man, the man Chrilt Jeſus, 


Thus exſpired theſe miraculous gifts of 'the Spirit, 
the attual communication and exercile of which the 
Apoltle in the 7. ver. of this chap. calls the manifeſtation 
of the Spirit, and faith, that they were given to every 
man Tess 7s ovugiepr, for the benefit and advantage of 
the Church. Burt as the Church grew up from an in- 
fant to her full ſtature in Chrilt, Þ they grew ulcleſs, 
till at laſt ſome ſooner, ſome later, they were quite 
taken away. This St.Pau/, who could doall Miracles, 
foretold in the 13th chap. of this Epilt. wherein he ex- 
horts the Corinthians to covet the ſaving rather, than 
the miraculous Graces of the Spirit, becauſe theſe 
ſhould, but thoſe ſhould never ral Charity (faith 
he ) is a gift that never faileth, but other gifts ſhall, for 
whether there be * Prophecies they ſhall fail, or whe- 
ther there be * tongues they ſhall ceaſe, or whether 
there be knowledge it ſhall vaniſh away. For we know, 
what we know by Revelation, but in part, and we 
ah by inſpiration but in part, but when the 
perfect knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion, or the per- 
tect ſtate of the Church is come, then that which is 
imperfect and obſcure ſhall be done away. Even as 
when I was a child I 4 ſpake as a child, I * underſtood 
asa child, I thought and conceived things as a child, 
but when I became a man, and to the full uſe of m 
reaſon, I put away childith conceptions and things. For 
now we ice Divine Revelations as the Prophets did of 
old, ina dark Enigmatical manner, and by Symboli- 
cal repreſentations of things upon the fancy as in aglals, 
but then in the adult ſtate of the Church, we ſhall ſee 
them after the Moſaica/ manner ina more rational way 
and 
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and more accommodate to humane nature, as it were 
face to face. Now I know them imperfettly, but then 
I jhall know them clearly, even as I am known. To 
conclude, there are three permanent gifts, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ; but the mot excellent of theſe is Charity. 


Having thus diſcourſed Firſt of the kinds of Spiritual 
gifts, and Secondly of the number, and variety of that 
miraculous fort, whiclt is underſtood in my text, and 
having in the Third place ſhewed the reaſons, which 
moved God to give them to the Primitive Church, and 
not to the Churches of latter times, I proceed in the 
aſt place to make ſome improvement of the whole 
diſcourle. 

Firſt then I deſire you to reflett on the difference be- 
twixt the _ and Miraculous gifts of rhe Spirir, 
and then to conſider how much more excellent, and de- 
ſrable the former are, than the latter, and how munch 
rather you ought to cover theſe than thoſe, although 
they were extant yet inthe Church, As for theſe they 
neither _— any ſaving Grace in the gifted perſon, 
nor brought any along with them, nor drew any after 
them,but as * S. Chry/. compares them to riches, ſo like 
rnchesthey tempted men to| Pride, Vanity,and contempt 
of their Governours, as alſo to * envy, and hate one 


the ſame Apologue, toallay the envy of ſome and the 
prief of other Corinthians ( who had none, or not fo 
many, or not ſuch. ſpiritual gifts, or not to ſucly a de- 
zee as others had ) as Memenms Agripp did to appeaſe 
the Commons of Rome, by comparing the body politick 
of the Church to the natural body; which cannot be 
ll head, hand, or eye, bur hath ſeveral members ſome 
more honourable than the other, and all conſpire to the 
wod of the whole. Nay fo inconſiderable are theſe 
rifts in themſelves,and {o unprofitable to any Chriſtian, 
as 
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*2 Cor. 12, 


Flom. 29 


1 Chryſ. in Epb. , 


. X . - 4. Hom. 11, 
another, ſo that this Apoſtle was fain to make uſe of * Thopb. on 
1Cor. 13, 1, 
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» xefonſ al 3500 his main concern, that * like the fun and rain 
quaſt. wad, they were given to good and bad, and when they were 
—_— givento a truly good Chriſtian they could not lecure 
 agnſd. ie him ina ſtateof Grace, for they could not re{train thele 
Serm. domixi. Corinthians from many grievous ſins, with which the 
Apoſtle chargeth them, nor, as it GR from Hb, 

6. 4, 5, 6.wverſes,keep others from a final Apoſtaſie from 

Crit? Thus, I ſuppoſe, was the reaſon, why our $a- 

viour, when his Diſciples returned with joy, ſaying, 

Lord, even the devils are ſubjet unto us in thy name, an- 

Luke 10.19, {wered them thus : | Rejoyce not in this that the devils are 

18,19 20. Aug. ſubjett unto you, but rather rejoyce that your names arewrit- 

in F/4.13% ten in the boak of life. To the ſame purpole ſpeaks this 

Apoſtle to the vain Corinthians, who valued themſelves 

{o- much upon the account of their {piritual gifts, 

*Ang.tra8.13. * Though, faith he, I could not only ſpeak with all the 

in Evang. F< tongues of men, but exprels my thoughts like Angels, 

mir, t and Fave not Charity, I ſhould be no better than a mu- 

Cyprian. d& {cal inſtrument of braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. And 

— — though I had the gift of Prophelying, and underſtood 

tare © {5 all Myſteries, and had all knowledge revealed unto me, 

wie excludere, and though I lad the higheſt degree of miraculous Faith, 

-— Thane ſothat, as our Lord ſaid, I could remove mountains, 


re facere, ſub- and yet had no Charity with them, I ſhould be good 


lim wiigut, FC . . ; 
ave alas Tr nothing, nor become 1n the leaſt more acceptable 


bil res ejt.non tO God, The rongues cf men or Angels, to ſpeak in 
os the Apoſtles phraſe, could have ſaid nothing more plain 
quituy qai/quis Or emphatical to ſhevws how much more excellent the 


in kiromritu {qving graces of the Spirit are, than the miraculous 
invenitny, ſi 


0X, CC, 


gifts, which can neither render us like God, nor quali- 
he us for the enjoyment of him, and which gave no 
intrinſecal worth to the perlons, who formerly had 


them, nor made them more uſeful for the Church, | 


than acquired gifts, which are the ordinary means ot 
Faith, and Repentance, make us. Suppoſe thou know- 
ct the Goſpel, like the Apoſtles, by Inſpiration, what 
then ? 
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then? another Miniſter, who knows it by reading and 
ſtudy 15 as capable to ſerve the Chu:ch as thee: and be- 
ſides if thou art, like a vain Corinthian, ambitious of In- 
fpiration, know that it will add nothing to the reputation 
of thy parts, for an inſpired man is but the veſſel to the 
treaſure, the very inſtrument and Machine of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who can ordain ſtrength out of the mouths of 
babes and ſucklings, and make a child, or an idiot, 
preach as well as thee. 

Or ſuppoſe thou hadit"the ſpirit of Prophecy, what 
then ? The knowledge of things paſt being as excellent 
n it ſelf, and generally more uſeful to the world, than 
the knowledge of things to come, the hiſtorian would 
haveas much to boaſt of as thee. Nay hiſtorical know- 
edge hath the advantage above the Prophetical, notonly 
n this, that it is more clear and diſtin, but that it ex- 


ends a great deal farther, for the greater face of Janus 
hath long been ſet behind, to ſignihe unto us, that the 
world is grown old, and that many more ages are gone 
than are to come. Bur it is an honour to be a Prophet of 
God? and it is agreater honour to be a Miniſter of the 


I Goſpel, the ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt ; but if thou know- 


& the burden and pangs of * Prophetical viſions, and 


ome of the greateſt Prophets of old, deſire God to con- F 


kr that honour on ſome other man. Aabohy, 3+ 2. 
But thou wouldeſt have the gitt of healing, why fo ? Ferem. 23+ 9 


kitthat thou wouldſt take plealure in doing good ? for 
he ſame reaſon thou mayelt wiſh, that all thy Fiſh- 
wnds were pools of Bethe/4z, or that thou hadſt all the 


I':ches of the world : but if thou haſt but Chriſtian Cha- 


ity, and loveſt thy neighbour, z. e. mankind, as well 


Isthy ſelf, thou art as excellent a Chriſtian, and as ac- 


teptable to God, as if thou wert an inſpired #/culapins, 
nd hadſt Cured all the Hoſpitals in the world. Or what 


" If thou hadſt this wonderful beneficial gift? Thou haſt 
F 


contri- 


, : * Dia. to. $. 
the terror of Prophetical dreams, thou wouldſt, like arcs. 5. 12. 
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- contzibuted nothing to rhe having of it, for the bones of 


Eliſha, and of the * Milan Martyrs had that, as well 
a3 thee, 

Bur perhaps thou haſt a mind tothe gitt of tongues? 
W hat if thou hadſt it? an acquired linguiſt would dg 
the Church as much ſervice as thee, and would really 
have more reaſon to boaſt of his learning, for God can 
makean Oracle of, an 4/s, and Timber and Stones ſpeak 
Latin, Hebrew, and Greek, 

But if thou could{t do Miracles : what if tho could?t? 
Hereticks have done them,and Judas did them,and yet waz 
the worſt of men, and many ſhall fay unto me in that 
day, Lord! Lord! have we not propheſicd in thy naw, 
and in thy name done many wonderful works ? and then [ 
will I profeſs unto them, I never knew you, depart from me 
ye workers of iniquity. 

But thou art a Miniſter, and wouldit fain preactt by in- 
ſpiration, why ſo? not out of Corinthian vanity, and 
oſteatation : for then thou art a vain-glorious man} bur 
becauſe thou haſt a delire to convert more fouls ; but alas, 
thou art not ſure of that, for the words of this infpired 
Apoſtle were a ſtumbling-block unto the Jeres, and x 
ſcandal to the Greeks, even the favour of death unto ma- 
ay, who heard him. And the Souls of thouſands, who 
beard inſpired Sermons from Chriſt, and his Apoſtle, 
and ſaw them alſo work Miracles, Iye roaring now in 
rhe flames of hell, 

But to pray by the Spirit is a moſt deſirable gift; & it 
would be indecd it thou like the Novice-converts of old 
knowelt not how, nor what to pray for as thou oughteſt, 
But thou canſt cry Abba, Father, without infpiration, 
and thou mayelt make prayers, and fupplications, and 
uterceſſions, and giving ot thanks for all men without 
inſpiration, which, if thou hadſt it, would not make 
thy prayers more excellent in themſelves, or more ac- 
ceptable in the fight of God. For whoſoever _ a 
devout 
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derout Soul, and approaches God with that reverence, 
which is due ro his inhnice Majeſty, and heartily asks, 


what he would obtain inthe name of Tefrrs Chriſt, his 
conceived, nay his boot devotion ſhall prevail as much at 
the Throne of Grace, as it it were infpired. But in- 

red praversare a Teitimony of God's love? fo gene- 
ally ſpeaking I believe they were, but foare croſſes, and 
af1cions ( which immediately proceed not from ,our 
own ſin and tolly ) and yet thouart nor defirous of them 
although they are fgns of Adoption, or publick tefti- 
monials by which God hath declared to his Church, 
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( which he never did of _—_— perſons) that * afflift- « zu4.12. 5.6, 


ed men are not Baitards, 
t appears, how much more excellent, and defirable rhe 
aving Graces of the Spirit are, thanall theſ&-pompous 
miraculous gifts, in which there is really no intrinfecal 
excellence, nothing why we ſhould delire, or expett 
them further, than as they may be uſeful for the Church, 
aftruments of Rel:gion, and monives to Faith and Re- 
ance in dete-tot ordinary means, and acquired gifts. 
All which I would have rhoſe eſpecially to conl'der, 
whoſe E uthul'aſtical tempers, or educations encline then 
krit to admire, and then to conceit theſe miraculous gifts, 
till by inlenſible degrees they impoſe upon their own uma- 
givations, and commence within rhemfelves illuminated 
men. 
; Secondly, I proceed to ſhew what little reaſons the 
Romrh Dofors have tomake miracles '« from of the trive 
Church, For Miracles were formerly wrought for ſigns 
toconfirm the Authority of the Apoſtles, and their Afſi- 
ſans and Succeſſors, and to ſeal the truth of that new 
doctrine, which they were to preach about the world? 
Therefore ro ſuppoſe that the Church ſtands always in 
need of Miracles is to ſuppoſe her to be till in a ſtate of 


{ Minority, and ber doQtrine to be always a publiſhing to 
the world, or elſe to ſuppoſe, that infinite wiſdom may 
N F 2 be- 


it Sons, From all which 7-8, s 


36 


The Spirit f Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 


become impertinent, and ſeal the ſame truths, ten 
thouſand times over. Indeed,as they argue,in.the Church 
of the Jews there were always miracles to be found, be- 
cauſe their Theocratical conſtitution of Church and 
State was miraculous, God as their King being obliged 
to make known his pleaſure in Civil and Mikeary as 
well as in Eccleſiaſtical matters unto them by Voices 


from heaven, Oracles, and Prophecies ( as other Princes 


do by Proclamations, and meſlages) and their Pro- 
phets were always to work ſigns and wonders to prove 
the Truth of their miſſion, and ſometimes the certainty 
of what they foretold ſhould come to paſs. But then 
beſides the miracles, which belonged to the nature of 
their Theocratical Government, God wrought others 
for them, and among them, torender himſelf, and that 
particular Church more conſpicuous in the eyes of the 
Gentile world. Hither we may refer their miraculous 
victories by ſingle men, or armies over their enemies, 
which God wrought, to convince them by ſenſible expe. 
riments of his Omnipotence, that of all the divinity 
of the Eaſtern world he alone was the true God, But 
had the Law been publiſhed among all Nations, likethe 
Goſpel, and Judaiſm become the Univerſal Religion of 
the world, Miracles at length would have grown out of, 
uſe, as indeed they grew very rare after the Jews were 
diſperſed among the Nations, and their Law was tran- 
lated into Greer, which at the time of the Tranſlation 
was become the moſt general Language of the world. 
Thirdly, I proceed to ſhew you how unreaſonab| 
the Church of Rome hath acted in verifying the Fanati- 
cal pretenlions of ſo many groſs Impoſtors and Enthu- 
fiaſts as ſhe hath done to Inſpiration ; Propheſie ; Viſi- 
ons ;. Dreams; Familiar converſes with God, and the 
lorified perſonof our Saviour ; working of wonders; 
Reg with Saints, and Angels ; Raptures, Im- 
pulſes, and all other ſorts of Miraculous vifts, that we 


read 


— 
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read of in the Primitive Church. Such as theſe were 
Dominic, Francis of Aſſize, Francis of Pole, Francis X a- 
verius, Ignatius the founder of the Jeſuits, Genvieve, 
Tireſia, Catherin of Sienz, Brigit, and many more of 
both Sexes, whom ſhe hath not only Canonized for 
Saints, but to the great ſcandal of the Chriſtian Religj- 


on hath incorporated Religious Societies of men and 
women to hve according to their pretended inſpired 
rules. For which not only the Common people, and 
the Brethren, and Siſters of the Orders, but their 
Learned Doctors pretend to have as great, ( and, it 
ny be, a greater ) veneration, than for the Goſpel it 
elf. 


Fourthly, I proceed to ſhew you what a ſandy foun- 
dation the Popes Infallibility is grounded upon. For it 
muſt be reſolved into this Enthuſiaſtical principle of 
immediate Inſpiration, which according to the do- 
Qrine I have now Preached, neither he, nor any other 
Biſbop, or Presbyter of the Church, hath warrant from 
the r Ecole to pray for, or expect. I ſay it isa moſt 
dangerous, and Fanatical pretenſion, which is ſo far 
from having any ground in Scripture, that it makes it a 
moſt impertect and uſeleſs rule of Faith, deſtroys the 
certainty of the Chriſtian belief, which was fixed above 
Sixteen hundred years ago, and inſtead of being a means 
of ending controverſies, as Papiſts pretend, it introdu- 
ces everlaſting Scepticiſm into all the parts of Divinity, 
by making truth, or falſhood, good, and evil, light, 
and darkneſs, ſweet, and bitter, nay what ſhall I ſay 3 
by making right and wrong, God and Be/ial, Chrilt 
and Anti-chriſt depend upon the breath of a fing!e 
man, 

In the Fifth place, let me ſhew you what a dangerous, 


damnable, and precarious principle that is, which «George Frichs 


* aſſerts, that immediate Revelation, or Inſpiration is 
got ceaſed, but is a ſtanding, and perpetual gift M 
rac 
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the Church of Chriſt, belonging to the very ſubſtance 
of the Goſpel-Covenant, and of indiſpenſable neceſſi- 
Ly to the whole body, and every member thereof. And 
that this ſpirit of immediate Revelation or Spiritual 
light, is not, like the Spirrrs in Primitive times, to be 
*ZarclaysThe- tryed by the * Scriptures, and reaſon, but that both 
£107 499% of them are to be tryed by it. This doctrine differs 
i from the preceding only in this, that, that makes only 
the Biſhop of Rome, but this makes every private Chri- 
{tian a Pope, andas it utterly overthrows the Authori- 
tv of the Scriptures, and makes them an uſeleſs rule of 
Faith: .So hath it already caſhiered the uſe of the Sa- 
craments,- and annulled the Miniſterial Orders, contrary 
to the Precepts and Precedents of the oy and the 
pratice of Gods Univerſal Church. And when time 
{all ſerve, it can as eftectually convert the Profeilors 
of it into down-right Popery conlifteatly with their 
own principles, for they have nothing more to do, 
than to fay that the Spirit hath told them that the 
Church of Roe is the only true Church, and thar 
ſipre hanc Petram belongs to the Pope. As tlas doarine 
Foxes and was fir{t privately fowed among us by | Popiſh Emulit- 
Fire brands. ries, fo hath it been publiſhed in our and other coun- 
—_—_ \680. tries by thoſe, who were Papitts, as by Robert Barclay, 
who was bred in the Scottiſh Covent at Peri, and 

Labbaae a Jelwt detrocqued. 
In the next place tomention will be fufficient to con- 
fute the Pſendo-Prophetical Spirits of this age, ſuch as 
Nayler, Venner, and Muzgeleton, with his companion 
Reeve, who call themlelves the Lords Fwo laſt Wit- 
neſles, and Prophets, and have framed many tra&s, 
and letters from Jeſus, and the Holy Spirit, a colleQi- 
on of which may be had in Print. 1 deny not, but 
. that God 1s free to ſend Prophets when he plaiden and 
that he may do {o,, when the exigence of the Church 
dothrequire it ; but then whenloever he lends them, 
he 
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hewill, as he hath always done, ſend them with rhe 
power of working Signs and wonders, and whenfo- 
ever they ſhall come, we ſhall have a right to try them 
by the Scriptures, as a Teff, But for theſe, and the 
German Prophets, who pretended to Inſpiration, and 
Prophecie without ſigns ; to voices from Heaven, which 
none heard ; and ſtrange Apparitions, which none ſaw 
bur themſelves ;- and who Preached other doctrines, 
than what the Apoſtle harh preached, chey were En- 
thuſtaſts, or Impoſtors, or a compoſition of both, and 
had they hrit appcared in the Church of Rome, his Holi- 
ref had likely carefled them for great Saints and Pro- 
phets, oftered them the compliment of a new Ord:r, 
and {o have obliged them, as the hath done many more 
by the ſame arts, to devote themſelves to his ſervice, 
and declare him to be Vice Dems, Vice Chriſtus, a God 
upon earth, the Soveraign both of Angels and men. 

In the next place let me obſerve unto you,that among 
all the miraculoxs gifts of the Spirit recited either in this 
Chapter, or any other place of the Goſpel, there is no 
mention made-of Heroical impulſe, by which men were 
ſometimes irreſiſtably moved from the Spirit, under 
the Jewiſh Oeconomy to execute judgment 1n an extra- 
judicial manner upon the enemies of God, For God 
being the * Political King, and Legilator of the Jews, 
did as other abſolute Monarchs do, in ſome ſpecial exi- 
gencies ſend men with extraordinary ſupra-legal com- 
miſſions to do preſent execurion upon great and dange- 
rous offenders without ſtaying for the ordinary proceſs 
by Law. But our Saviour, one end of whoſe coming 
was to pur an | end to the Jewiſh Oeconomy, and 
who cam? not to deſtroy mens lrves, but to ſave ther, "ave 
no ſuch gifts unto men. No, there 1s to be no fire from 
Heaxven, nor no Phinehaſes under the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion. Accordingly the firſt Apoſtolical ages of wonder 
were utterly ignorant of killing impulſe and zeal,which 
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I could not. hat obſerve to the utter deteſtation of Chyi- 
ian Aſſaſſins, the Clements, and Revilliacs on one hand, 
* goes —_— and the * Melvils, and Mitchels on the other. 

ry. Aguilar” Toproceed, Let us a little more particularly refle& 
es of che upon that blaſphemous doctrine of the Badan (now 
Jace Arctrbr- bythe induſtry of the Emiſſaries no contemptible Sect ) 
drews his mur- concerning a Spiritual miniſtery, and ſpiritual worſhip, 
der in the whereby they-pretend that the Holy Ghoſt now comes 
price} 7997. 1,wn upon their Aſſemblies, as it did in the Apoſtles 
time, and moves them to preach and pray by inſpira- 
tion without any regard to condition, or Sex. Hence 
when they meet together they fit hanging their heads 
in a filent dumb manner, till the Spirit, as they pre- 
tend, ſhall move ſome body, it is indifferent be it man 
or woman, to preach or pray. Accordingly they call 
their Preaching, Propheſing and precarioully ſay that 
they have the Spirit of Adoption, by which they call God 
Father, and that the ſpirit in the inſpired Miniſter 
maketh Interceſſion for them with unutterable groans, That 
they groan ſuiFciently,we grant, for ſometimes intheir 
meetings they do nothing elſe ; but it their groaning, 
or —_ devotions be from the Spirit, how comes it to 
paſs, that the Spirit never moves them, as it did in the 
Apoſtles days, to Pray and Propheſie in unknown 
tongues ? When weſhall ſee in their Aſſemblies, as the 
unbelieving Jews and Geztiles did. in the Primitive 
Chriſtian meetings, that they have the gift of tongues, 
and the gift of interpreting thereof; when together 
with the gift of tongues, we ſhall ſee that they have, 
as the Chriſtians had, all the other miraculous gifts ; 
when we ſhall ſee that they ſhew themſelves tobe Pro- 
bets, and Spiritual in receiving what this Apoſtle hath 

fuer ; PO 
written ( in particular, that a woman ſhould not ſpeat in 
the Church) as the Commeanaments of God, and laitly, 
when with all this they ſhall preach no other doctrine, 
than what the Apoltle hath preached, and the Catho- 
lick 
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them, and - voy God is in them and among them of a trath, 
but till then we muſt believe them all to be Impoſtors, 
or Enthuſiaſts, and blaſphemers of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Therefore in the next place let us confider, what an 
horrible ſin it is to counterfeit any of the gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in particular the ſpirit of Prayins and 
Preaching, which, with the gift of Faith as it is taken 
for inſpired courage and boldneſs, is moſt ealie to be coun- 
terfeited of all the ſpiritual gifts. But firſt let us make 
ſome reflection on the pretenders to the "ae of praying 
and preaching, under whom I comprehend not only 
thole whom I mentioned above, but another fort of 
ſpiritual juglers, who when they are aſhamed to talk, 
like the loweſt form of Enthuſiaſts, in a plain Fanati 
cal ſtrain,and ſo apparently blaſpheme the Holy Ghott, 
yet invent ſuch uncouth ambiguous terms in Divinity, 
and fo artificially contrive the ſtyle and phraſe of their 
religious diſcourles, as to beget an opinion in their fol- 
lowers, - that they pray and preach by inſpiration, and 
ſo beſides the diſhonour they reflett on the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Holy Ghoſt, maintain the Schiſms 
which they have made, under the colour of more ſpiri- 
tual ordinances and worſhip, and facrilegiouſly fp 
that ſpecifick veneration to themſelves, which was 
wont to be given to inſpired men. One equivocal 
phraſe which is commonly in the mouths and writings 
of theſe SanCtimonious men is the Spirre of preaching, 
and the Spirit of prayer, which, though by an Hebraiſm 
in Exolifb, they ought now to ſignitie no more than the 


Skill, or habit of praying, and preaching, yet theſe 
Sophiſters and uſurpers ( forſo molt of them are) of 
our Holy Profeſſion ſo ule them, that the deluded people 
generally take them in a more obvious ſenſe for p—_ 
ie Ho 


Ghot. 


and preaching by immediate A from 


lick Church received, then we will believe, if they be 
lawfully baptized, that it « the ſpirit which is peaking in 


-41 


42> TheSpirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 


Ghoſt. To this purpoſe they talk much of the in-come. 
ings,out-lettings, and rage of the Spirit, and have 
—_— their diſciples to object, that to pray by « form 
doth ſtint the ſpirit, and by theſe, and other like 
phraſes, whereof ſtore may be found in Ratherfords 
letters, and the writings of the Independents, not to 
mention any more, they have made their followers take 
it for granted, that extemporary prayers, eſpecially as 
they are ſpoken, and atted by them, are the eject of 
inſpiration, and by conſequence, that themſelves 
are A_ inſpired. This error concerning the 
extemporary ſpirit of Prayer hath been rhe cauſe of 
*Concil, Mileve. ruch * miſchief tothe Church, and of much diſhonour 
| tothe name of God. It hath cauſed men to havea mean 
que probate Opinion of Forms, although our Saviour not only taught 
furint in £9 h16 Diſciples to pray by a form, but prayed by a form 
cilio ab omnibus b } | 
<ldbrentur,nee When he hang'd upon the croſs. It hath made them 
«lie —_—_— reje& all Litureies, and Liturgioal offices, contrary to 
1s, ve fore? the praQtice of Gods Univerſal Church ; nay it hath 
aliquid conrrs made theſe Spiritual Mountebanks not only diſ-uſe the 
— | ve Lords Prayer it ſelf, but forbid the uſe of ir as: Superſti- 
vel per minz tious, Idolatrous and | a Papiſtical charm. By this 
jladium ': the people of theſe: kingdoms have been led into the 
CE Tom molt znaztara! Schilim and Rebellion that ever was, 
Carch.3.c.2t- not to mention the later Murders, Rebellions, and Cove- 
See D, Owens ants, Which the Separatiſts from- our Si/ter Church 
have committed, railed and carrie4 on by the help of 
this deluſion ; and they may Preach, ani Pray the 
people to what they pleaſe, as long as they hold them 
captive under this error, which is not only inconſiſtent 
witlr what I have now delivered concerning the gif:s of 
the Holy Ghoſt, but contrary tothe prattice of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and it nay bocartind would people 
but refleft, by the- example of rhe Phariſees among the 
> Otad. of 2 and the flagitious lives of many Chriſtians, as of 
fn, * Baſilizes the bloudy Tyrant of Meſcovy, the late Uſur- 
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per of theſe Three Kingdoms, the Fonnder of the Jeſuits, 
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Labbade, Major * Weer, and Captain Verner, who of * tn gevit. 
all Enthuſraſts, or Impoſtors that ever pretended to 744i. 


Pray by the Spirie, were in this ſenſe the moſt power- 


ful, and eloquent, for they had words and tears, and ſiohs 
at command, and ſo bewitched the people by their rap- 
turous ſpiritual-like devotions, as to pats for men extra- 
ordinarily inſpired. 

Which brings me to reflect on the arrogance and 
preſumption of ſome ſort of Mrnifters, who warrantin 
themſclves from the promiſes, which God made 0 
his ſpecial preſence to the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and : on {pirit of ſupernatural courage and confidence,which 
reite:] upon them by virtue thereof, have treated Kings 
and Princes with a counterfeit fort of Prophetical bold- 
nels, as if God, as he ſpoke to the Prophet Ezekzel, ha4 
bardned their forehead like you or Adamant, or had made 
them, as he told Jeremiah he would make him, like an 
Iror-pillar, and brazen wall againſt the whole land, both 
azainſt King and Prieſts, and Princes and people. Hence 
with incomparable rudeneſs, and infolence, they have 
contrary toall rules of Chriſtian Charity libelled and 
ry &r taſtead of humbly reproving their King, and 
all under the pretence of preaching the word with boldneſs, 


and as if God had ſent them on pages, as he ſent Na- 


than to David, Moſes to Pharaoh, or Elijah to Ahab,&>c. 
they have called Proteſtant Princes Perſecntors, Idolaters, 
and Jerotozms to their faces, and told them that God 
would deſtroy rhem and their houſe. Nay they have 
—_ in Gods name to lay civil injunttions, and pro- 
/bitions upon them and their Courts of Jultice, and 
when the Magiſtrate hath commanded the people to do 
one thing, they have charged them todo another. With 
the like counterfeit ſpirit of Apoſtolical boldneſs, but 
of rea! unchriſtian impudence and railing, they have 
Poken evil of Civil aad Eccleſiaſtical dgnities to the 
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great diſhonour of God, and his Prophets,and Apoſtles ; 
who never ſpoke nor atted any thing by virtue of an 
ſpecial mifſon,and the ſpirit of courage which did attend 
them in it, but what was conſiſtent with gentleneſs, 
moderation, humanity, duty, and love. 

In the laſt place give me leave toſhew you, how much 
fome Authors have injured the Chriſtian Religion, and 
abuſed the unlearned part of the world, who writing 
the lives of ſome modern Enthnſirftical Divines have re- 
p_—_ them as endowed with moſt of theſe wonder. 

| Spiritual gifts. Thoſe, who deſire to be ſatisfied in 
this particular, may conſult the life of Dr. Semwuel Win- 
otntes.n Provoſt in the late times of 7 rin, Coll. by Dublin, 
of the pr.e{.the and what is written of old Mr. | We/fb, and other Secot- 
Author ſaith 2; Miniſters, In the fulfilling of the Scripture, printed 


hat he ſaw the , 
oo open, and 1669. From whence, not to mention other examples, 


heard a voice jt will appear, that unleſs God in mercy rebuke that 


ET Spirit of Enthuſ'aſm, which is gone out amongſt us 


ther he,nor his in theſe Three Kingdoms, we may have as many 


mn or L-genas trom {ome ſort of Proteltants, as we have for. 


cannot be rrue, Merly had from the Church of Rome, 
for his for 
went 3 bcgr7ing, ſee p. 41. of the book. Inthe 10. pag. God aſſured him that he ſhould have a ſa 
voyare into Ircland, and convert many fouls there, fee p, 4x, Once when he prayed for a lick 
perſon in another land, he had an afſurance of the parties recovery, by an audible voice, and 4 
glorious brightneſs which ſhined round about him, is. When he was a School-boy, God ( he 
choveht ) affured him by a vocel anwecy that he heard his prayer, p.z. When he was very fick he 
aſſured his wife, that he ſhould not dy, becauſe God bad not fulfilled a certain promiſe which be 
made to him. p. 44 He converſed with Angels in 4 dream, and b:d ſhewed unto bim the exceeding 
weight of clor), which w laid up in teaven for Golds eboſen ones, p. 159, He lay a whole day inan 
be rienly rapture, and deſired his wife, a Miniſter, and other friends to ell him, n betber be were 
m thebody, or ous of the body, for be coull nor 1ell, p. 24, Relore he proyed wich Coll, Fence his 
wite when ſhe was lick. he aske! her whether ſhe bad faith to be healed > and when he ha'l done 
praying he aſſured her the ſhould live, p. 44. His hearerscould tell by hs prayers forflick perſons, 
whether thcy ſhould recover or not, p. 47, 48. he knew the ſame himfſelf,p. 5o. When his wiſe 
lay under a temptation to turn Anabaprijt, God #fured bin by prayer, that he ſhou!d be quickly 
fatis fied from heaven, fp. 51. Mrs. Winters Siſters —— very ſick at Lonlon, lhe ſent tothe 
Dr. at Publin to pray ſer him, but before he could be perſwaded to pray, he retired privately to 
know of God if be were yet alive, and after prayer alſured the company, that he (houtd recover p52, 
$3. Once praying in 4iniration of Abrabams interceſſion for Sodom, as he kneelcd againſt a poſt 
in theroom, he ſaw a great ſbining light about bim, and perfeily beard 8 voice ſyying, The Nations 
ſhall be ſparcd for ren thouſand righteow ſaks, p. 56, He uſed to pray for things, and have his 26: 
wer 
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fiver before he roſe from his knees, and immediately give thanks thereupon, p. 56, He often heard 
wices, whea none heard chein but himſelf, ing to As 22. g py7. 4 

+ Whom that Author cals the mes of God, and ſaith that Mr. Autberford called him the hea- 
renly Prophetical and Apoſtolical man of God. He ſtruck a man dead uponthe place, as S. Percy 
bd Ananias and Sipbire with a word, p. 242, Hetold one Fobs Steward of Aire, who came 
to viſit bi in priſon, that the P of God was brokcn out in that place, and bid him haſten 
home, and cauſe Heugh Kennedy oft of rhat town, to convene the ple in the ſtreets, and 
pray togerber, and the Lord ſhould hear Heugh Kenn. dy and pc roke. Which ( faith 
ke ) fell out in every thing asthe man of God hai foretold, is, At the liege of Se. Fane de Angeti 
he deſired the Caponier to diſcharge ſuch a piece of Cannon, affuring him, that God ſhould 
Girett the ſhoe, p. 244. He aſtoniſhed the King of France with a ſew words, and made him fay, 
Surcly, this 4s 4 man of God, p. 255, 


There are excellent uſes, which might be made of 
what I have ſaid upon this ſubjet. 1. Concerning the 
reatneſsof the Apoſtolical, or Epiſcopal power, as we 
Rnd it exerciſed by this Apoſtle over thoſe, who were - 
inſpired. For by virtue of that Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 
which he and the other Apoſtles received from Chrilt, 
and derived upon their Succeffors the Biſhops, he ſilenced 
the Propheteſſes regulated the ſpeaking of the Prophets, 
commanded that not above two or three i»ſpired linguiſts 
ſhould: ſpeak at one meeting, and that not all rogerher, 
but every one in his turn. But if there happened to be 
no Interpreter, then that they ſhould all keep ſilence in 
the Congregation,and only {peak mentally ro rhemſelves. 
[In a word he commanded that all things ſhould be done 
decently, regularly, and according to his appointment. 
He reproved' them for coveting the gitt of rongues, and 
told them plainly, that if any man _ himſelf a 
Prophet, or any other ways inſpired, he ſhould 
ſhew himſelf to be ſuch in receiving his orders, as the 

commandments of God. 

Secondly, Concerning the uſetulne!s. of humane 
learning, and the neceſhty of eretting Schools, and 
Univerlities for the teaching thereof. For the Chriſtian 
Religion cannot be ſupported againſt its adverſaries with- 
out humane learning i»tred or acquired, And therefore 


as the Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical preachers died, God 
{up- 
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ſupplyed their — by calling Philoſophers, and 
_ Learned men to the rational defence of the Nay 
againſt Jews, Heathens and Hereticks, whom the for. 
mer had redargued not ſo much by words of mans wif. 
dom, as by the demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of power, 


*Theſe ſchoo's Nay among the Jews themſelves there were * Schools 
of Propheucal of the Prophets, in which as the Jewiſh writers agree, 


Education 


were at Naiorb the youth were trained up by ſtudy and diſcipline for 


in Kamab, 

1 Sam. 19.19, 
20. at Feruſa- 
lem, 2 Kings 
22.14 at Bethel 
and Fericho, 

2 Kings 2.3, 
4. 5- and at 
Gilgal,z Kings 
4+ 38. 


the reception of the Propherical Spirit, which according 
to Maimonides,whom the Jews call the ſecond Moſes,rare- 
ly came but upon perions ſo qualihed and prepared, 

nd I dare boldly ſay were it not for the two Schools 
the Prophets in 0:»r Iſrael, that the Nation would ſoon 
be overrun with igaorance, and Religioa quite born 
down with Popery, and other monſtrous Sects among 
us, which have increaſed with the ſame proportion, that 
humane learning hath been decryed, and the Two Uni- 
wverſities diſ-uſed. 

Thirdly, Concerning the goodneſs and wiſdom of 

God: his goodrefſin ſending his Spirit with miraculous 

ifts to ſupply the neceſſities of his infant Church, and 
bis wiſdom 1n taking away thele extraordinary means, 
when ordinary means were to be had. But I have been 
too tedious already. God grant that what I have now 
delive:ed ſo plainly on this fubjett, may conduce to make 
us all have right and worthy apprehenlions of the 
Chriſt ianReligion,which however it hath ſuffered byſome 
mens Enthutaſtical Notions, an4 zeal, yet ingenuous 
and reachable ſouls ( and ſuch there are among the moſt 
erroneous Sets ) will eaſily diſcern from the frame and 
tenour of this diſcourſe, that, as it was deſigned b 
its bleſſed founder, ſo it really is the moſt Si 
ſober, and regular inſtirutionthat he could have given 
to the ſons of men. 


FINIS. 


